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INTRODUCTION 
 

This is a book about my experience about hearing the voice of God 

for me.  It is not intended as a manual on hearing the voice of God 
for everyone.  This is because we are all different and have 
different types of experience with God.  He can speak in many 
different ways to His people to make Himself heard and 
understood.  The way I got to hear His voice is the way I believe 
He led me; because He knows me, how I think and what I believe 
about Him. 

There are many differences in doctrine and theology in a very 
divided Church.  Each denomination has its own Theology of The 
Holy Spirit.  Some believe that people receive Him at conversion, 
even though they have no evidence that He is living in their spirit, 
nor do they have any flow of The Holy Spirit out of them.  Others 
believe that there is a dramatic change accompanied by intense 
sensory experiences, including trembling, shaking, jerking, falling 
down, speaking in tongues and prophesying.  Still others situate 
themselves at various points along the continuum between these 
two extremes. 

There is no direct evidence that proves that any of these 
manifestations of The Spirit are true or false, regardless of those 
who try and prove through quotes of Scripture that their position 
is right and all others are wrong.  Anyone can make the Bible say 
what they want it to say.  Many dispensationalize the Bible and say 
some parts are for a previous dispensation, and other parts are for 
our present dispensation. 

To be honest, I don’t really care about all that. All I know is how 
I experienced the voice of God in my own life. 

What I am writing about is how God has spoken to me at different 
stages in my life;  through the good times and the “storm and 
stress” times when I may not have been walking with God in a way 
that was worthy of my calling in Christ. 

Some may have problems about divorce and remarriage.   I know 
what God has told me about it, and have honestly and openly 
discussed these things with the Lord, and He has responded to 
me.  He has shown me that we all have the treasure of Christ in 



 

P
ag

e5
 

earthen vessels subject to shortcoming and failure.  We all have 
our failures and weak points, all different from each other, 
and someone criticising another believer is like two filthy, lice-
ridden beggars sitting side by side in a muddy ditch and one turns 
to the other and says, “You stink!”1 

If you don’t agree with my experience with the voice of God, then 
you are free to retain your own experience with God.  That doesn’t 
worry me at all.  I’ll just take the attitude that you have your 
experience and I have mine.  God is big enough to achieve 
positive outcomes for us even though our ways of getting there 
are diametrically opposite to one another. 

The purpose for writing this book is to get it into the hands of 
someone who has become disillusioned with their religious 
experience because they cannot access the God behind it, and they 
don’t know how to approach Him in a way that He can respond to 
them in a real and meaningful way.  I believe that anyone who 
is prepared to take the chance, go before God, and seek Him 
for Himself and for no other reason, will find Him and sense His 
presence in a new and meaningful way.  They will start to hear His 
personal voice to them in the particular way that is appropriate for 
them to know that it is really God who is speaking to them. 

As you will see, when reading the book, that I have not always led 
a saintly, holy life.  I look up to those who appear to be more 
saintly than me, and it gives me a pain in the neck!  We look at 
each other’s outward appearance and we tend to judge them on 
that basis; but God looks on the heart because that is where 
the true faith and commitment to Christ lies.  We can view a 
person with all their problems right now and wonder how they are 
ever going to “come right”, but see them in five years time, and 
things may be quite different with them.  Sanctification with some 
is a slower developmental process than others and so we must be 
loving and patient.  As my old pastor said, “God does 
everything right; but we need to forgive His servants sometimes.” 

I need to say that when I use the word “him” in some contexts I do 
recognise that the principles of hearing God’s voice and the 
prophetic apply equally to both male and female believers. 

                                           
1 Some ultra-legalistic religious folk treat divorce as the unforgiveable sin; however the 
Scripture says that it is God “who forgives ALL your sins” (Psalm 103:3, capitals mine).  
However there is a reasonable doubt that a deserted, violently abused, or “cheated on” 
spouse is guilty of any sin at all when he or she is forced into an unwanted divorce. 
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So, I commend this book to you, not because it is the last word in 
how God speaks to us; but it is my particular “flavour” of 
experience of fellowship with God, and I trust that it is some help 
to you. 
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CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES 
 

My first memory of what I might identify as the voice of God to me 

was when, as a nine-year-old, I went to a children’s session at my 
local Anglican church in Blenheim.  I heard the story of a boy and 
girl who lived in a land of darkness and suddenly they discovered 
a land of light and bright colours.  I didn’t really know the 
significance of that at the time, but it left an impression on me as a 
preparation for a later decision I was to make.  The next year, a 
Salvation Army Officer came and did a Bible in Schools study on 
the Lord’s Prayer.  That also had a deep impression on me 
and made me very aware that there was a God who has a kingdom 
and that He was going to come back one day to set things right.  

 I went to a Presbyterian Sunday School as a youngster, and was 
impressed by the man who led the singing.  He had something 
which made me feel very positive about him.  I went to that 
Sunday School for a number of years, right up to the age of 13, but 
don’t remember anything else about except that song-leader, who 
actually became our next-door neighbour when we moved into a 
new district.  He came through and welcomed us to the 
neighbourhood.  He made us feel welcome.  

 I remember once that Sunday School wasn’t on because it was 
Family Service.  I didn’t know and I found myself in the main 
church.  I found it quite boring really.  When the communion 
bread came around it looked coarse to me.  All I remember of the 
minister’s sermon was, What would we be like if we were just 
referred to as numbers instead of names?  I think he was saying 
that we are unique individuals and valuable in ourselves and 
that is the way God sees us.   

Every morning at primary school we had the Lord’s Prayer, and I 
ended up by knowing it by heart.  I remember going to a Salvation 
Army film afternoon and watched a series of Christian films and 
enjoyed especially the ones that showed Jesus.  Also the film The 
Ten Commandments2 came up at the local cinema and I went and 
watched it.  I found it a bit scary.  I felt a lot better when I went 
and saw King of Kings3 about the life of Jesus.  Every morning at 
secondary school assembly, the headmaster would give a reading, 

                                           
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ten_Commandments_(1956_film) 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of_Kings_(1961_film) 
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mainly from the parables and we would sing a hymn.  I love those 
hymns to this day, and I can still hear the headmaster’s voice in 
my head reading those passages of Scripture. 

While I was listening to those readings and singing those hymns a 
recurring thought came into my head that I should do something 
specific about deciding to be more definite about living my belief 
in God and in Christ.  I came up with the constant excuse, that I 
was too young yet.  It is significant that although I knew that there 
was some sort of religious group in the school, they were not in my 
radar, and no one ever witnessed to me about my need for Christ 
in my life. 

One memorable incident happened when I was about 8 years old.  
We lived in a big old house which I am sure was haunted in some 
way.  I used to wake up at night and see what I thought were 
horrible monsters coming through my bedroom door.  I just 
wonder if previous owners of the house were ever involved in the 
occult there.  One night when my father came through the door 
unexpectedly, I screamed out in terror before realising that it was 
my father.   I couldn’t sleep unless my bedroom door was open 
and the hall light was on.  Then one night, I woke up and saw a 
figure in brilliant white standing in my room.  I don’t know 
whether it was an actual visitation or a vision, but after that time, I 
saw no monsters and my fear of the dark diminished considerably.  
Of course it didn’t go completely because, while my father was in 
hospital with tuberculosis for 15 months, my mother used to take 
me to the evening movies and I saw crime movies with bodies 
hanging from ceilings and falling out of cupboards and those 
images did not help me overcome my fear of the dark in those 
days! 

At the age of 18 I spent a year in the New Zealand Air Force for 
training in my first job as a teletype operator for the Department 
of Civil Aviation.  There were two sessions during my recruit 
training where the Anglican and Catholic chaplains came and 
spoke to us.  I found the Catholic one very formal, but the 
Anglican one was quite down to earth and fatherly in his approach 
and that impressed me.  I met only one committed Christian at the 
Air Force base during the year and he was a quiet guy who largely 
kept to himself.  No one ever made fun of him in my presence. 

The first time I said a serious prayer to God was when I had got 
into a time of trouble, over a girl who dumped me after two weeks 
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and left me heartbroken.  Out of revenge, I wrote a malicious 
poem about her and got into trouble and was brought up on 
charges.  In the middle of all that, I sat down and prayed for 
help from God. 

It was when I finished my Air Force training and started my first 
job in the Wellington Communications Centre later in 1966 that I 
had my first encounter with a committed Christian, named Max, 
who witnessed to me about Christ and my need for salvation.  I 
think that I was receptive to him because of the previous events in 
my life that were preparing me for that moment.  Looking back, 
this is how I identify the voice of God speaking to me as a growing-
up child. 

 Many are living in a dark land but they can discover a land 
of light and bright colours if they believe in God. 

 God really exists and He has a kingdom and that He will 
come back to earth one day and establish His kingdom. 

 Christian faith is something to enjoy and sing about. 

 Christians are welcoming people. 

 We are unique and God does not see us as part of a series of 
numbers. 

 God is powerful, does miracles and punishes evil-doers. 

 There is a person called Jesus who died on the cross and is 
our Saviour. 

 When Jesus reveals His presence, monsters and demons 
have to flee. 

 Some Christians reveal the Father-heart of God to us. 

 If I pray, God might hear and help me. 
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MOVING TOWARD A DECISION FOR 
CHRIST 

 

I firmly believe that these events were the voice of God speaking to 

my heart throughout my childhood and teenage years.  Yet, all 
that time I believed that because we lived in a Christian country 
we were automatically Christians and would get to heaven when 
we die.  Yet the thought of death frightened me.  I read a “Classics” 
comic called The Red Badge of Courage4 which had images of 
dead men with their eyes open.  That freaked me out big-time.  
Yet, I watched Western movies that showed men being shot and 
killed and those didn’t affect me.  I guess I knew they were just 
stories and they did not show the graphic horror images of death.    

Yet, I knew somewhere within myself that I needed to make 
some sort of decision to serve God in a more specific way.  I 
was aware of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons, but I didn’t 
have any desire to join them.  I heard of some children of an 
Exclusive Brethren family who were not allowed to go to movies or 
watch television and I was disgusted at a religion that would 
deprive children that way.  I determined that I was never going to 
be involved in a religion like any of those. 

One day, a couple of Mormon missionaries came to our home and 
my father had a very acrimonious argument with them.  I 
remember thinking that I would never join a church where there 
were people with American accents.   My grandfather on my 
father’s side was a committed Christian in the Open Brethren 
movement and he had Sunday School in his home.  I think my 
father adopted the Christian faith when he was young but went 
away from it as an adult; but he maintained a very upright moral 
lifestyle and was someone I totally respected.  He used to give me 
what I would describe as “three hour lectures”, and I didn’t take 
them too seriously when I was young, but in later life I realise that 
in many of the things He said, the voice of God came through 
them, even though he was not a practising Christian.  It shows me 
that God is not limited about through whom He can 
speak, and I believe that a father’s wisdom is significant in a 
young life, especially when my father had the advantage of his 
                                           
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Red_Badge_of_Courage 
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father’s Christian faith and wisdom in his young life.   His example 
for me made it much easier to discover the Fatherhood of God 
when He revealed Himself to me two years after my conversion to 
Christ. 

It is interesting that my encounter with Max telling me about 
Christ and encouraging me to give my life to Him was the first 
time that anyone had ever taken the time to actually share the 
Gospel with me and to tell me that I needed to make a 
commitment to Christ.  When I was a teenager, I was associated 
with a Boy Scout group that was attached to the local Anglican 
church.  We had fun there, but no one told me that I needed to 
become a Christian.  I think it was assumed that anyone who was 
associated with a church was automatically a Christian.  I was 
asked to leave that group because they said I wasn’t baptised as an 
Anglican.  I found out years later that I actually was, when I 
discovered my baptism certificate.   There was a Crusader group at 
my high school, but no one approached me and invited me to a 
meeting, let alone to actually witness to me about my need for 
salvation in Christ.  But, it might not have been God’s time for me, 
and I think He wanted to introduce me to a church that was on 
fire for Christ so I could have a flying start to my new Christian 
experience. 

So Max invited me out to a Sunday night service at his church.5   I 
had never been in a church like that before in my life!   Compared 
to this church, the services I had attended at the other churches 
seemed like funeral services.   Here were 400 people who sang the 
hymns I knew from my school years with all their hearts, clapped 
their hands, and with a spontaneous joy that I had never seen 
before.  Instead of seeing people going to church like going to the 
dentist, and then coming out of the services as if they had been to 
the dentist, I saw people who loved church and had fun 
being there. 

I wasn’t put off by the widespread speaking of tongues, and the 
giving of prophecies in the meeting.  I was fascinated by what was 
going on.  I even saw a demon being cast out and the guy 
screamed like a stuck pig and then collapsed unconscious on the 
floor!  I remember thinking, “I’ve never seen a guy die like that 

                                           
5 The Lower Hutt Assembly of God, pastored at that time by Frank Houston and Trevor 
Chandler. 
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before!”  Then the preacher6 spoke on David and Goliath.7  
Incidentally, it was the only Bible story that I knew well.  I find 
that remarkable, and it shows that God knows how to speak to my 
heart in a way that I can take notice and listen.  The theme of his 
message was that it takes courage to be a Christian.  “Give 
me a man!” was the catch-phrase.  The principle was that God is 
looking for men of courage to embrace Christ and live for Him.  
Up until that time, I thought that Christians were weak, simpering 
types, and any more assertive ones were celestial salesmen who 
wanted our money!  The preacher used the whole platform to act 
out the sermon as well as preaching it.  I had never seen that 
enthusiasm before, and I thought that if Jesus meant that 
much to him, then He should mean as much to me too. 

Then there was the altar call, where folks were encouraged to walk 
forward and receive Christ.  I knew that I wanted to do that, but 
getting up and walking forward in front of 400 people was 
frightening to me, so I stayed where I was at first.   Then God 
started speaking to me through the preacher.  I thought that I was 
too young yet to become a Christian.  The preacher immediately 
said, “Don’t think you are too young!  Jesus can meet you no 
matter how young or old you are.”   Then I thought, “I don’t want 
to be a religious nut.”  The preacher said, “You are not joining this 
church to be religious.  You are giving your life to Jesus and it will 
be the most sensible thing you can do.”  I then thought that I 
wanted to have a good time in my life first.  The preacher said, 
“Trying to have a good time without Christ will leave you empty.  
Living with Christ is the best life you could ever live.”  Then I 
thought that I had plenty of time, and that there will be more 
chances while I continue to think about it.  He said, “This may be 
your last opportunity to receive Christ, so don’t think that you will 
have plenty of time!” 

That preacher didn’t know me from a bar of soap and he was 
speaking to 400 people at once.  I believe that it was God speaking 
to my heart and using that preacher to destroy all my excuses not 
to receive Christ that night.  I just knew that I had to get up and go 

                                           
6 Trevor Chandler.  https://historymakersradio.com/podcast/trevor-chandler.  He passed 
away  August 12 2014, after a long and very fruitful ministry.  I will always remember him as 
the preacher who was instrumental in causing me to want to receive Christ that night when I 
first visited his church and heard his message.  I also acknowledge Max Sloper, who was the 
person who first witnessed of Christ to me and invited me to the church.  These are two 
faithful men who loved the Lord and had a passion for souls.  If it was not for them, I might 
not be a Christian today. 
7 1 Samuel 17. 

https://historymakersradio.com/podcast/trevor-chandler
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forward, and I did.  Then the preacher said as I was walking 
forward, “I hope there are no hypocrites here tonight!”  Because I 
didn’t feel sorry for my sins, I nearly turned around and went back 
to my seat.  Isn’t it interesting that the devil can twist a preacher’s 
words and make them mean something different as a last-ditch 
attempt to stop a seeker making a decision for Christ!   But I had 
resolved, and having got up and moved, I was going to see it 
through.  And so I received Christ as my Saviour that night. 

Some criticise long altar calls.  I don’t, because if it wasn’t for a 
long altar call that night, I might not have received Christ 
as my Saviour.  I believe that it was The Holy Spirit who 
extended that altar call and inspired the preacher to say the things 
he did.  He could have said those things at a different time and in 
a different order and they would not have had the same impact on 
me.  But the timing and the order of what he said was God’s voice 
to me and instrumental in my decision to get up, go forward, and 
receive Christ. 

God is not limited by specific means in how He speaks to 
people.  He is quite free to use any means that will achieve His 
purpose.  During that first Sunday night meeting, I heard tongues 
messages, interpretations and prophecies, but none of them spoke 
to my heart, although there were people who felt the impact of 
those manifestations of The Spirit.  But through these 
manifestations, and the joyful singing and enthusiasm of the 
people, and the fact that many greeted me and shook my hand as I 
came into the service, God was telling me that this was a church 
that I could trust and what it preached and stood for made it 
the church for me. 

 

Lower Hutt Assembly of God (Now Hutt City Church) 
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EARLY DAYS IN MY NEWFOUND FAITH 
 

For the next two years I tried to fit into my new Christian faith.  

Maybe I tried too hard because I think I became more religious 
than Christian.  I knew that I was a genuine Christian because I 
had made a decision for Christ, and the Scripture says:  

“But to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He 
gave the right [the authority, the privilege] to become 
children of God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere 
to, trust in, and rely on) His name— who were born, not 
of blood [natural conception], nor of the will of the flesh 
[physical impulse], nor of the will of man [that of a 
natural father], but of God [that is, a divine and 
supernatural birth—they are born of God—spiritually 
transformed, renewed, sanctified]” (John 1:12-13).  

But I seemed not to have a personal fellowship with God Himself.  
I learned to attend church services, prayer meetings, read the 
Bible, sing and clap my hands, raise hands in worship – all the 
religious activities but I never had the consciousness that I had 
actually met the God behind it all.  I wonder if I was engaged in 
“churchianity” rather than true Christianity. 

But there was just one event where God did speak to me.   In my 
inexperience, like the young Samuel, I didn’t recognise the 
thoughts and impressions that were coming to me as the voice of 
God.  However, I sought the baptism with The Spirit with tongues 
for around three weeks. When I got baptised in water, I had seen 
others come out of the water speaking in tongues and praising 
God, and I thought this would happen to me as well.  In spite of 
my baptism as a memorable experience with the preacher saying, 
“I baptise you in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of THE 
HOLY GHOST!!!”,8 I didn’t speak in tongues when I came out of 
the water.  It was around three weeks later that I was sitting on my 
bed in the hostel where I was living, reading a book about 
receiving The Holy Spirit.  Suddenly a sentence jumped out of the 
book at me: “Why are you seeking and pleading for 
something I gave you 2000 years ago.  Just accept it!”  
                                           
8 That is how Pastor Chandler emphasised The Holy Spirit when he baptised people.  It was 
something you can never forget.  No wonder we love having The Holy Spirit in us when we 
are inspired like that! 
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So, I said, “Lord, I accept The Holy Spirit right now.”  Then I 
thought (or maybe it was God saying it to me), “I can speak in 
tongues now.”  So I started trying to put sounds together.  After a 
little while, I started speaking a fluent language. 

Now that I had received the Pentecostal experience, I felt that I 
was a good Pentecostal now, and I started to do all the things that 
a Pentecostal did.  I was loud, long and fervent in my public 
prayers, spoke in tongues at church, preached the gospel to all and 
sundry, gave up my non-Christian friends, and made new friends 
in the church, tried to use the Bible for personal guidance, and 
learned to play the guitar.  This lasted two years, and I thought 
that I was going well, until… 
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A DRAMATIC CHANGE OF DIRECTION 
 

I went with a group of friends to an Easter convention held in a 

small town north of Wellington NZ, run by a small church called 
“The Open Door Mission”.  Part of the ministry of that church was 
an outreach to the Maori people of the Whanganui-Manawatu 
region.   The convention was held in a large double garage (the 
only structure the council would allow to be built) behind a small 
house in the small down of Foxton.  The Saturday night meeting 
was something I had never experienced before.  The glory 
of God came down and people were getting saved, right with God, 
and ministered to without the preacher having to preach a 
message.  Then I was called out for prayer.  I stood there while the 
preacher laid his hand on my head.  I thought, “Lord, I don’t know 
what’s going on here, but I submit myself to You.”  Immediately, I 
saw that same figure in white whom I had seen during my 
childhood standing in front of me.  He was there for only a split 
second.  I can only describe it as a vivid minds-eye picture.  The 
next thing I knew, I was face down on the floor crying my eyes out.  
It seemed that I was being cleaned out from top to toe.  After that, 
for the rest of time, I was in a state of shock, because everything I 
thought I was spiritually was gone and I didn’t know what to do 
next. 

For the next week, everything seemed dark spiritually, until I went 
to my parent’s home in Blenheim for my annual vacation from 
work.  Just down the road from my parents’ home is a golf course.  
On the first night, I went out into the middle of that golf course, 
looked up at the starry sky and told God that I knew that He was 
in earshot of my voice and that He could hear me.  I said that I had 
tried all the religious stuff, but no one had been able to introduce 
me to Him, so I have decided to come out here to introduce 
myself.  I said, “You are God, and I am Paul, and I am very glad to 
meet You.” 

Immediately, all the lights went on inside of me.  I felt a 
presence that I knew was God.  I can’t tell you how I knew that.  It 
was that I knew that I knew that I knew.  A voice spoke to me in 
the back of my mind.  It was just like my own thoughts, but it had 
a quality that I had never known before.  The voice had a 
calming, soul-warming, strengthening nature to it.    
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He said, “We have been sitting up here waiting all this 
time.”    

I said, “What have you been waiting for?” 

“For you to put aside the religious stuff and to come 
directly to Me.” 

I asked, “How do I be a real Christian?” 

He replied, “Just be yourself, Paul.” 

“I can’t do that!  People will see all my shortcomings and sins!” 

“Look, If I don’t like you, I will change you.” 

The way I see how God spoke to me that night was that He, being 
a Spirit, spoke to my spirit.  Then my mind interpreted what my 
spirit received from God.  It is also significant that I didn’t speak 
in tongues very much during those times with God over the next 
three weeks.9  I needed to have conversations with Him, ask 
questions, and receive answers, which I did. 

One night I spent two hours speaking with God about all the 
things I had been ashamed of doing from as far back as I could 
remember.  The basis of that, although I didn’t realise it at the 
time was: 

“If we [freely] admit that we have sinned and confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just [true to His own nature and 
promises], and will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us continually from all unrighteousness [our 
wrongdoing, everything not in conformity with His will 
and purpose]” (1 John 1:9). 

After that time, I felt really clean for the first time in my life.  He 
told me, “You don’t need to be afraid of the judgment, 
because if anyone brings up any of these things to me 
then, they won’t be a surprise to me, and I will tell any 
accuser that you and I have already spoken of them and 
I have totally cleansed you from them.”   Consequently, 1 
John 1:9 became one of my favourite and well-used Scriptures. 

At that time, He gave me another Scripture:  

                                           
9 Around two years later I received some insights that made my prayer language much 
deeper with meaning and purpose. 
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“I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen 
the righteous (those in right standing with God) 
abandoned or his descendants pleading for bread” (Psalm 
37:25). 

I have found over the years, that I have always been able to pay my 
bills, never been in debt; always found new work after being made 
redundant three times, and when married with children, always 
had food on the table, clothed, fed and paid everything needed for 
my children’s education.  I have two daughters and they have 
never been in a place where they have been unemployed.  I am 
now 70 years old and retired, and so that Scripture is a 
prophecy well and truly fulfilled. 

One night I decided to have a conversation with the Lord about 
the Lord’s prayer.  I started discussing “Our Father”, and spent the 
next hour talking about what it means to have God as my Father.  
It was an amazing conversation and the insights I received have 
stuck with me all my life. 

One night I said to the Lord, “You know, people say that when we 
pray we should not do all the talking, but to be quiet and allow 
You to talk to us.  Do you think I talk too much when I am praying 
to you?”   He answered, “I have no problem with you 
talking to Me as much as you want.  I can answer you 
through your own words.  Here, let Me show you.”  Then 
I had more questions to ask and as I was actually talking, new 
thoughts and insights came to me and I talked them out to Him.  
He then said, “See, you got My answers even while you 
were talking and you talked them back to Me just then.”   
That amazed me. 

He then gave me another Scripture: 

“What we have seen and heard we also proclaim to you, 
so that you too may have fellowship [as partners] with 
us. And indeed our fellowship [which is a distinguishing 
mark of born-again believers] is with the Father, and 
with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). 

In this He was showing me that I didn’t have to pray formal 
prayers with religious words.  What He wants is for us to 
have fellowship with Him in the same way that we have 
fellowship with one another.   If we come to Him saying, “Our 
mighty God and Father I come to Thee in humility to make my 
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petition to Thee”, etc., He will respond with, “Holy smoke! 
What in land sakes are you talking like that for? I’m not 
the President or the Prime Minister that you have to be 
so formal with Me.  I am your Father, and you would 
never speak to your earthly father like that, so you 
should always speak with your Heavenly Father as you 
would with your earthly father.”   He showed me that 
walking along with my hands in my pockets, “having a yarn” with 
Him is what He sees as me having fellowship with Him.   

Fellowship is two or more people just enjoying being with one 
another.   It is not merely asking for stuff, although it can be a 
part of it: 

“Do not be anxious or worried about anything, but in 
everything [every circumstance and situation] by prayer 
and petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your 
[specific] requests known to God. And the peace of God 
[that peace which reassures the heart, that peace] which 
transcends all understanding, [that peace which] stands 
guard over your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus 
[is yours]” (Philippians 4:6-7). 

“Call to Me and I will answer you, and tell you [and even 
show you] great and mighty things, [things which have 
been confined and hidden], which you do not 
know and understand and cannot distinguish” (Jeremiah 
33:3). 

Jesus knows what we have need of before we even ask Him 
(Matthew 6:8), so we don’t have to treat God as a vending 
machine.  When we can trust Him to supply all our need according 
to His riches in glory (Philippians 4:19), we can relax and just 
enjoy having fellowship with Him.  I remember the times when I 
have enjoyed just walking along an isolated beach, with my hands 
in my pockets, just talking to Him about anything and everything. 

I once asked Him, “How can I know that it is Your voice that I am 
hearing when I get these thoughts and impressions?”   He replied, 
“When I hear your voice a lot in fellowship with Me, you 
will hear and recognise My voice a lot, and without any 
difficulty recognising that it is My voice speaking to 
you.” 
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One night I went out onto the golf course and nothing happened.  
I didn’t sense the presence of God, and nothing came to mind.  
That worried me.  Did I do something wrong?  Did I watch too 
much television before I came out to fellowship with Him?  
Anyway, I started talking about my day and other things I wanted 
to share with Him.  I asked Him the question, “How am I going to 
recognise Jesus when He comes again?  What if when He comes 
He won’t recognise me?”  I didn’t receive an answer right away, so 
I went on to discuss other things.  Then, I got a whole new 
freedom of expression and I started talking with Him freely and 
with great pleasure.  He then said, “You recognised Me, didn’t 
you?”  I said, “When Your presence came back, I sure did!”  He 
said, “You will recognise Jesus in the same way when He 
comes back again.  You will respond with great surprise 
and relief because you will be recognising the Person 
with whom you have been fellowshipping with all your 
life!”  If that is not amazing, I don’t know what is! 

After the three weeks was over, I went back to work in Wellington.  
A Christian friend remarked, “There is something different about 
you.”  I knew what that difference was; I had met God in 
person.  When that happens, it is a life-changing experience.  
One is never the same again.  The Bible became a different 
book to me.  I saw the Scriptures in a new light.  When I read the 
Bible, it spoke to me.  I discovered good Christian books that also 
spoke to me in every page.  A significant book for me at that time 
was Charles Finney’s Attributes of Love.10  When we are told to 
love God and our brothers and sisters in Christ (Matthew 23:37), 
Finney’s book shows us how, along with 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.  
Also, the hymns became much more meaningful to me.  One of 
our little fellowship group members was a pianist and we loved 
sitting around the piano singing the hymns.  I discovered the 
beauty of the words that I had never seen before.  One of these 
hymns became prophetic to me; I recognised the voice of God in it 
to me: 

Why should I fear the darkest hour,11 
Or tremble at the tempter’s power? 
Jesus vouchsafes to be my tower. 
 
 

                                           
10 It has been published as a separate book, or as a chapter in Finney’s Systematic Theology. 
11 https://www.hymnal.net/en/hymn/h/731 
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Though hot the fight, why quit the field? 
Why must I either fly or yield, 
Since Jesus is my mighty shield? 
 
When creature comforts fade and die, 
Worldlings may weep, but why should I? 
Jesus still lives, and still is nigh. 
 
Though all the flocks and herds were dead, 
My soul a famine need not dread, 
For Jesus is my living bread. 
 
I know not what may soon betide, 
Or how my wants shall be supplied; 
But Jesus knows, and will provide. 
 
Though sin would fill me with distress, 
The throne of grace I dare address, 
For Jesus is my righteousness. 
 
Though faint my prayers and cold my love, 
My steadfast hope shall not remove, 
While Jesus intercedes above. 
 
Against me earth and hell combine; 
But on my side is power divine; 
Jesus is all, and He is mine! 
 
The whole gospel is in that hymn, and it provides a complete 
foundation for assurance that through our lives Jesus is going to 
be there for us, and that nothing will bring us down or cause us to 
fall from grace, and that we will have confidence in the judgment 
when Jesus comes again.  This is why that hymn has been 
God’s prophetic voice to me through my life; and especially 
when I have felt down and depressed. 

There was another book that came across my path which was 
God’s voice to me:  A Lifting Up Of The Downcast, by William 
Bridge.12   This shows that no matter what happens within or to a 
Christian believer, there is absolutely no reason for 
discouragement.  It is a book that strongly encourages a believer 

                                           
12 Published as a Puritan Paperback by Banner of Truth Trust. 
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to run to, and take hold of Christ in the darkest periods of his or 
her life.   It was written in the 17th Century, so one may need to get 
out the mental knife and fork to get to grips with the Elizabethan 
language, but because Bridge is a clearly understood and direct 
writer, that shouldn’t be too much of a difficulty. 

Throughout my life, books have come into my hands in which God 
has clearly spoken to me, and the timing of these books have been 
remarkable.  Even when I have read a book and kept it on my 
bookcase for 20 years, then at random, taking it back off the shelf 
and re-read it, God has spoken to me again through the pages! 

Another book that has been prophetic to me is Pilgrims Progress, 
by John Bunyan.  This has been a book that has been a Word of 
Wisdom to me over the years.   When God says: 

“If any of you lacks wisdom [to guide him through a 
decision or circumstance], he is to ask of [our 
benevolent] God, who gives to everyone generously and 
without rebuke or blame, and it will be given to him” 
(James 1:5). 

He can give you that wisdom through a number of 
avenues: direct voice to your spirit, good advice from a mentor, 
the pages of Scripture, a good sermon, and books that come into 
your hands.  I have been able to recognise His voice through all 
these means as I have lived through different events, experiences, 
and episodes throughout my life. 

As an example of God’s voice through a sermon, I listened to a 
message by the late Jim Hurn13 at Awapuni Baptist14 in 1974.  He 
was speaking on faith, and he said, “We can have faith when 
circumstances are good or bad, but it is harder to have faith when 
there are no circumstances at all.”  This linked in with what the 
Lord told me previously: “You will be living your life as a 
normal person, and you will have highs and lows, but 
90 percent of your time your life will be a daily routine.  
However, I will be with you just as much in the routine 
of your life, as well as the highs and lows.” 

In all the times I have been fellowshipping with the Lord, there 
was only one time when He told me off.  It was in 1970 when I was 

                                           
13 https://www.promisekeepers.org.nz/jim-hurn/ 
14 http://nz.geoview.info/awapuni_baptist_church_in_the_1960s,94725844p 



 

P
ag

e2
3

 

asked by a woman’s husband to deliver her from demon influence.  
I was inexperienced and in no real place to do anything like that, 
but as a 23 year old, I was over confident in my ability to minister 
in that way.  The deliverance session turned out to be a disaster 
and I felt like the seven sons of Sceva (Acts 19:11-20) who could 
not cast a demon out and ended up running for their lives, 
ashamed.  I went to the Lord about it and He said, “I never told 
you to do that!  Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a 
child,15 and you are a child in these matters.  Never do 
anything like that until you have grown up, and when I 
give my direct permission!”  The Lord was not warm and 
fuzzy that time.  He was cold and prickly! 

It is interesting that 45 years later, that I felt led to visit my 
favourite Christian second-hand bookshop16 and purchase every 
book I could find on the deliverance ministry.  It seemed the time 
for the Lord to start teaching me about that ministry.  It was like 
going to Bible College and doing a course on deliverance.17   Even 
though I have gained this knowledge, the Lord has not yet 
released me into a deliverance ministry, and I am not going to try 
casting demons out of anyone until I get definite permission from 
Him. 

Even though, during that three-week “honeymoon” period in 
1969, where the Lord showed me that He accepted me as I was, 
while all my friends treated me as a problem case, I still did not 
get myself free from “the fear of man” and did not assert myself in 
the way that maybe I should have.  However, I was still a young 
man and had not matured into any significant ministry at that 
stage, so my fellowship was mainly involved in being trained and 
strengthened on a personal level. 

  

                                           
15 Proverbs 22:15. 
16 Evermore Christian Books, Eliis Avenue, Mt Roskill, Auckland, N.Z. 
17 Two books that stood out for me are, “The Handbook of Spiritual Warfare”, by Dr. Ed 
Murphy; and “The Bondage Breaker, by Neil Anderson.  These authors showed me that 
trying to cast out demons in public at an altar call is “hit and miss”, and that counselling in a 
more private environment is more effective.  “How to Cast Out Demons And Break Curses”, 
by Bill Subritzky contains the principle of getting rid of the “garbage” that demons feed on, in 
the same way that to get rid of rats, we have to remove the garbage they feed on, and then it 
is easier to remove the rats so they will not return.  It is the same with demons.  If the 
garbage is not removed, then even though the demon is cast out, it can to return to continue 
feeding on the garbage.  See Matthew 12:45. 
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A NEW BEGINNING 
 

 

Halfway through 1970, after meeting Rodney Francis of the Open-

Door Mission,18 and having heard of Clarence Hunt, who was the 
pastor of that church, I became aware that the Lord wanted me to 
leave Wellington, move to Palmerston North, and sit under Pastor 
Hunt’s ministry to continue my discipleship.   So I left my well-
paying job and moved to Palmerston North, not knowing anyone, 
nor having a job to go to.  But it wasn’t long before I had a job and 
somewhere to live.  When we obey God, He looks after us.   He 
did not forsake me, but acted for me in accordance with the 
prophetic psalm that he gave me about the righteous never being 
forsaken. 

It was under Pastor Hunt’s ministry that I developed the gift of 
prophecy.  It started under the old traditional Pentecostal manner 
when prophecies were given in King James English to the whole 
congregation (personal prophecy was not well known or practiced 
at that time), and not recorded.  It was a good learning time, 
because Pastor Hunt was very experienced in the prophetic and if 
a prophecy was not right, he would say so.  He told me that to be 
used effectively in the prophetic I needed to know the Word 
of God intimately and be a man of prayer.  I took that on 
board, and it was the most useful advice I have received 
concerning the gift of prophecy.  This is an example of the voice of 
God coming through a trusted and experienced pastor. 

I remember accompanying him and his wife to a weekend 
convention at a Maori Marae on the outskirts of Hastings.19  On 
the Saturday night, the same thing happened as in the Foxton 
convention.  At the beginning of the meeting, Pastor Hunt started 
walking up and down the middle aisle, quietly praying in tongues, 
then he suddenly said, “Let the word of God come forth!”  
Immediately tongues and prophecies broke out all over the 
meeting.  I received the gift of Interpretation of Tongues that 
night, and I gave quite a few interpretations, and a number of 
prophecies.  It was an amazing meeting, and again, the glory of 
God came down, and Pastor Hunt did not have to preach. 

                                           
18 http://www.gospel.org.nz/index.php/about-us/the-director 
19 http://www.naumaiplace.com/site/houngarea/home/welcome/ 
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After arriving back at his home in Palmerston North, I was at the 
tea table with him and he got out his big black Bible and said, 
“Now Paul, I want to talk with you about the prophecies you gave.”  
I sighed, “Lord make me thankful about what I am about to 
receive,” thinking that he was going to tell me off.  But instead he 
commended me, and said that I had a genuine gift of prophecy 
and that I should never “give it away” in the sense that I should 
always value it and not stop prophesying as the Lord leads.  I 
took that as a badge of honour, and knew that the Lord was 
speaking and encouraging me through what Pastor Hunt was 
saying to me.   From that day to this, I have never doubted that I 
really do have the gift of prophecy and interpretation of tongues, 
and have had no difficulty interpreting any tongues that have been 
spoken in a meeting, or even to me in fun.20 

 

                                           
20 Enthusiastic believers use tongues like that as spontaneous praise to God, not really 
looking for an interpretation.  But because I now believe that all tongues spoken to or around 
me needs an interpretation to keep consistent with Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 14, I will 
respond with the interpretation.  That adds to the fun of the moment.  It is not a light-
hearted thing intended to devalue tongues and interpretation, but it adds to the pleasure of 
praising God and fellowshipping with others in a joyful way. 
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THE STORM AND STRESS YEARS 
 

 

When I got married to my first wife in 1973, I left the Open-Door 

Mission21 and joined Awapuni Baptist, which had become 
Charismatic.22   I was also appointed as a leader in Teen Challenge, 
Palmerston North23 and when the Charismatics moved out of the 
Awapuni church building and moved into the centre of the city, I 
became a deacon.  I served in that church until 1978, when I left 
and joined All Saints’ Anglican Church.24   

Once, not long before I left the Charismatic church I was praying 
and fellowshipping with friends, and I got a word where I felt the 
Lord was saying that there were problems developing in the 
church involving two of the elders and that this was going to cause 
the church to divide.  This word came to pass in 1982 where one 
elder decided to take a good part of the congregation and to plant 
his own church in the city.  He did leave with the blessing of the 
other elders.  To his credit, he was open and honest about it, and 
his new church flourished and maintains a good reputation in the 
city. 25 However, another elder secretly left and took 50 of the 
congregation with him to start his own church.  This broke up the 
central church, and the ones who were left obtained other 
premises in the city and continued as a sound and stable church 
that still exists today.26 

However, in 1980, things developed in my personal and married 
life that muddied the waters in my spiritual development and 
made my future ministry in doubt.27  It became a dark period in 

                                           
21 In hindsight, I now know that God never told me to leave that church.  In doing so, I 
departed from a prophetic vision that God gave me, in that He told me to leave Wellington, 
move to Palmerston North and join that church.  I left to please my new wife, and I now 
think that was an error and I think I had to pay for that mistake over the next few years. 
22 The church building was sold in 1975 and the Charismatic people moved into a renovated 
cinema in the centre of Palmerston North and named the new church “Christian Centre.”  I 
was a deacon there until 1978. 
23 Teen Challenge was started in New York by David Wilkerson to being Christ to the gangs 
there.  Three branches of it existed in the New Zealand during the 1960s and 1970s; in 
Auckland, Wellington, and Palmerston North.  See 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teen_Challenge. 
24 There is a story behind that, which is out of the scope of this book. 
25 https://newlife.org.nz/directory/churches/lifechurch-palmerston-north/ 
26 This new church was reborn as the “Christian Fellowship” and continued under the same 
principles as the central church. 
27 The story behind this is also beyond the scope of this book and would contain details which 
I don’t have permission from others involved to share publicly. 
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my life for a number of years, yet I did hear the voice of God in a 
real and clear way in those times.  It follows the principle that 
God’s voice is very prominent when conflict comes into a 
person’s life.  The events that came were sudden and I had no 
“map” to follow on how to deal with them.  I found that no matter 
how hard I tried to save my marriage, the outcome involved 
another’s will concerning decisions for the future, and I had no 
option to ride the “roller coaster” to its logical conclusion, which 
was the breakup of my marriage and the resulting divorce.28 

Jesus came to me in special ways to show me that my fellowship 
with Him was not broken, and that I did have a future ministry for 
Him.  When I stood alone outside my home after the separation, 
the presence of the Lord came alongside me, and it seemed that 
He put His hand on my shoulder and said, “I am your  refuge 
and strength [mighty and impenetrable], A very 
present and well-proved help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).  
The presence was as real as when He came to me on the Blenheim 
golf course in 1969.   I told the Lord, “Now I will know whether I 
am a real Christian or not.” 

Just after my separation, a church elder told me that he could not 
see me, as a divorced person, being able to marry again.  I found 
that an unacceptable bleak prospect, especially seeing that I did all 
I could to preserve my marriage.  I went out to an isolated place to 
have things out with the Lord.  I started shouting and yelling at 
the Lord that it was not my fault that things went wrong, and that 
why should I be punished as if I was the one who walked out of the 
marriage?  I said that I could not believe that He would punish the 
innocent with the guilty.  I told Him that I might as well had 
walked out of the marriage myself when things got tough, but I 
reminded him that I told him during a very difficult episode that I 
felt like walking away, but I could not do that to my wife and four-
year-old daughter.   The Lord didn’t answer right away. I had not 
yelled and shouted at God like that ever before, and I half 
expected the big thumb to come down and crush me.  But it didn’t.  
I told the Lord that I have put my case and that was that. 

                                           
28 I must note here that I wouldn’t wish divorce on my worst enemy.  It is a tragedy that the 
enemy can invade a Christian marriage, muddy the waters, being depression and hopeless, 
and persuade a spouse that there is no future in the marriage and the only relief is to leave 
and find meaning in life elsewhere.  It was never my choice, and I had to helplessly endure 
the consequences of another’s choice in life. 
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A couple of days later, He said this to me: “I know what that 
elder said to you.  He is treating My Word like a law-
book.  That is not what My Word was designed for.  It is 
impossible for every human situation to be legislated 
just by the words in a law-book.  I will deal with every 
situation on a case-by-case basis.  There is more work to 
be done on your marriage, and when I have given up on 
it, then I can work with you on where we go to meet 
your future need.”  I admit that I was not as faithful to God as I 
should have been during my “storm and stress” years, but He was 
always faithful to me, and His faithfulness will be shown as we will 
see. 

Another confirmation that Jesus was standing with me was when I 
was invited to a home group meeting in Foxton when their regular 
visiting person could not attend.  My enthusiastic friend said, “I 
have just the guy for them” (referring to me).  I went to that 
meeting and spoke to them on Psalm 20, and then the Lord said, 
“Ask their permission to pray in tongues.”  I did that, and they 
said yes, and so I prayed in tongues for a couple of minutes.  Then 
the Lord told me to put a chair in the middle of the room and use 
it as the “hot” seat and invited anyone who wanted ministry to sit 
there.  As each one sat down and I put my hand on their shoulder, 
I got a prophetic word for them.   Because I was a complete 
stranger to them, they got excited as my prophetic words were 
accurate for each one.  Then a man sat down and I heard the Lord 
say to me, “Pray that I will give him a financial miracle.”  When I 
said that, laughter broke out, and I asked, “What did I say?”  They 
told me that the man was a businessman whose business was in 
trouble and he was facing bankruptcy.  I had no way of knowing 
that, and so I knew that God had spoken correctly.  The group was 
really encouraged because a complete stranger came into their 
midst and gave accurate love letters from God specially tailored 
for each person.  It also showed me, that although my marriage 
had broken up, the Lord was still with me and that my 
prophetic ministry had not ceased.  This is consistent with 
the Scripture: 

“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable [for 
He does not withdraw what He has given, nor does He 
change His mind about those to whom He gives His grace 
or to whom He sends His call]” (Romans 11:29). 
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When that home group decided to plant a church in the town, I 
was invited to preach to them from time to time.  One time, the 
Lord told me to preach the simple Gospel and have an altar call.  
As a result a large Maori fellow walked forward and received 
Christ.  Another time, the Lord gave me a word that savage wolves 
would come in and try to influence the fellowship in the way they 
wanted.  The Scripture I got was: 

“Take care and be on guard for yourselves and for the 
whole flock over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you 
as overseers, to shepherd (tend, feed, guide) the church 
of God which He bought with His own blood. I know that 
after I am gone, [false teachers like] ferocious wolves 
will come in among you, not sparing the flock; even from 
among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse and distorted things, to draw away the disciples 
after themselves [as their followers]” (Acts 20:28-30). 

This word was fulfilled about a year later when after the church 
had grown to around 80 members, it was taken over by a 
prominent Pentecostal denomination under the “covering” 
doctrine,29 and around a year after that the church had shrunk to 
around 25 members, and eventually closed its doors.   So, when 
God speaks to a church, people need to take notice and be warned. 

After that, I encountered the “storm and stress” years of my life.  
The problem was that because of my marriage breakup, the 
“chart” that I previously had did not help me to navigate me 
through the “minefields” that lay before me.  

During a “down” mood one day, I thought about the answer that I 
would give to the Lord if I stood before Him and He asked me why 
He should accept me into His heaven.  I told Him that when I end 
up facing Him at the judgment, I am going to tell Him that my 
only qualification was that Jesus died for me on the cross.  He 
said, “That’s all you need Paul; and by the way, that’s all 
you ever needed.”  This made me realise that even when I 
thought I was pretty good in my Christian life, had, as I thought, a 

                                           
29 This is a doctrine that teaches that every person should be “under the covering” of a church 
or mentor, and that an independent fellowship of believers should be “under the covering” of 
an established church denomination.  While the principle is sound in itself and important for 
the protection of young and immature believers, it has been misused by those whose intent is 
to have power and control over individuals and groups; and to extend their church 
“empires”. 
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stable and happy marriage, and a respected deacon in the church, 
all I had in reality was that Jesus died for me, that: 

“For it is by grace [God’s remarkable compassion and 
favour drawing you to Christ] that you have been saved 
[actually delivered from judgment and given eternal life] 
through faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves 
[not through your own effort], but it is the [undeserved, 
gracious] gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). 

I accepted a promotion back to Wellington in my job, and through 
that I lost my spiritual support base.  I found myself on my own, 
and making decisions that did not enhance my experience with 
God.30  I entered into relationships with women that were not 
right for me.31 

I met up with a female friend whom I knew when I was part of the 
small fellowship I belonged to in Wellington in the late 1960’s.  I 
thought that she would be a great replacement for my first wife.  
She was very encouraging to me and she made many comments 
that restored my confidence that I could be a good husband again.  
We had gone together for a while, and there was every hope that 
once my divorce came through, we could get married and have a 
happy life.  She was a very committed Christian and we had the 
same vision for life and ministry.  But one day the Lord spoke to 
me and said, “This is not the woman for you.”  I then had to 
speak to her about that, and she was quite upset.  But the love and 
grace of God was there for her.  That very same week she met a 
single man in the Foxton fellowship, and he fell in love with her at 
first sight.  She told me later that this man was right for her.  As 
far as I know, they had many years of happy marriage.  This was 
wonderful, because it pained me for having to hurt her and 
possibly break her heart, but God, in His love for her, met her 
need.  Incidentally, it was because of my relationship with her that 
she came with me to Foxton to visit the church, and there is where 
she met the man whom she married. 

                                           
30 I borrowed this expression from Graham Cooke, because when I read his book, God spoke 
to me through it, and the expression has stuck with me as the best way of improving our walk 
with God. 
31 As I tell the stories around these relationships, I won’t give any clues to anyone’s identity, 
to preserve their privacy. 
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This also shows that when we make a wrong decision, God is 
able to work in it and make things right so that no one is 
hurt and everyone gets their needs met. 

Then I met another woman, and we lived together for a year.  
During that time I was too ashamed to fellowship with some 
Christian friends in Wellington because I knew that they would 
counsel me over the wrongness of living in a de facto relationship.  
I think it was a relationship of convenience for me, and it satisfied 
my need for companionship.  About two thirds way through the 
year, I was feeling more and more uncomfortable about our living 
situation and went to talk with the Lord about it.  I told Him that I 
was not going to do anything that would hurt anyone or break 
anyone’s heart.  He said, “Paul, you aren’t living up to My 
standard, are you?”  I replied, “No Lord, I’m not.”  But then 
He said, “We can work through this if you trust Me to 
work with you to do everything right.”   I accepted that 
and about a month later, I was accepted as a mature student at the 
local university to study economics.  Not long after, I was walking 
past the offices of the then Department of Education, and the Lord 
said to me, “Go in and see them about becoming a 
teacher.”  What happened to my surprise was that they were 
looking for mature, male teachers and I was accepted 
unanimously by the recruitment board.  But, I could do the course 
only at Auckland or Christchurch.  Wellington did not have the 
course I needed to do.  This meant that I had to leave Wellington 
and the woman I was living with.  It turned out to be the most 
amicable separation, and we remained close friends afterward.  
She understood completely, and knew that it was not a rejection of 
her, but it was to follow my dream of becoming a school teacher.  
In fact, she told me later that she was more in love with her boss 
than with me and that our relationship was one more of 
convenience than anything else. 

At the beginning of the new academic year, I left Wellington and 
spent three weeks with my mother at the family home.  I then got 
a letter saying that I wasn’t accepted to Teachers’ College because 
I did not have the university entrance qualification.  I contacted 
the chairperson of the recruitment board and asked for help.  He 
said that he would apply to the Director General on my behalf to 
make a discretionary decision, but I wouldn’t hear until the first 
week of the new term.  So I asked God what was going on.  He said 
to me, “I stopped it.”  I asked why.  He said, “We need to 
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have a talk about what you are going to do.”  I said, 
“Okay.”   He said, “You  could go back to Wellington, live 
with your partner again, and do your degree in 
economics there;  or you could carry on to 
Christchurch, without knowing anyone, or where you 
are going to live, or whether you know if you are 
actually accepted to Teachers ‘ College.   But if you go 
back to Wellington, I won’t be with you.  No pressure, 
Paul.  Your choice.”  I replied, “What choice do I have?”  I 
realised that if I wanted to continue my fellowship with the Lord 
and have any chance for a good future with Him, I needed to take 
a step of faith.  So, the next day I was on the train to Christchurch.   
I found when I got there, I had a place to live, and my acceptance 
to Teachers’ College was granted.  He said, “See, I was waiting 
here for you!” 

I did ask the Lord why the two relationships I had did not work for 
me.  He said, “You are trying to meet your needs in your 
own way.  You have to trust Me to do it My way, 
because My ways are not your ways, and my thoughts 
are not your thoughts. So trust Me”.32   During my time in 
Christchurch I found that quite difficult, and although I 
committed myself to a church and had good fellowship there, I 
also went to a singles club with the hope of finding a companion. 

During my time in Christchurch I became a deacon in a suburban 
Baptist church.33  I wasn’t intending to join a church, but I met a 
friend at university who invited me to her home group.  I found it 
a group of welcoming people, and the Lord said to me, “You will 
enjoy being a part of their church.”  So that started a time 
of enjoyable fellowship and good pastoral care in that church. 

In my last year of university (1986) I went to five Sunday night 
services at another Baptist church in the city.34  I didn’t go five 
Sundays in a row, but each Sunday I attended, something 
remarkable happened to me which I know was the voice of God to 
me.  The same preacher35 gave the message each night, and the 
theme was about who were hurt and disillusioned by a church.  
There were 400 people there, just the same as the church I was 
converted in.  It seemed that the preacher was preaching right at 

                                           
32 Isaiah 55:8 
33 http://www.bryndwrbaptist.com/ 
34 Spreydon Baptist Church. https://www.swbc.org.nz/ 
35 Murray Robertson: https://www.swbc.org.nz/about-us/our-history/our-history/ 
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me.   The outcome was that I was healed of my hurtful memories, 
and was able to forgive those who had not shown a good spirit to 
me, and felt able to fellowship with a Charismatic church again.36  
It seemed that the Lord said to me, “Hey Paul, you can’t get 
away from Me when I decide to come after you to heal 
you of your disillusionments and unhappy memories.” 

“Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee 
from Your presence? If I ascend to heaven, You are 
there; if I make my bed in Sheol (the nether world, the 
place of the dead), behold, You are there” (Psalm 139:7-8). 

 

 

                                           
36 This was quite important because in 1995 I went back to Palmerston North and made 
contact with my friends there.  It was a spiritual pilgrimage for me and totally completed my 
healing.  It was an important preparation for my future involvement in the Gospel Faith 
Messenger ministry five years later. 
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THE JOURNEY BACK 
 

 

When I was appointed to my first teaching position in Dunedin, I 

decided to give up on women and to put my heart into my career.  
I happened to get board accommodation with a Baptist pastor in 
Dunedin and I joined his church.37  That started three years of 
great fellowship with him and the members of the church.  
Interestingly enough, four months after arriving in Dunedin, I met 
the woman who was to become my second wife, the mother of my 
second daughter.38 I got the distinct impression that the Lord was 
saying to me: “Don’t be afraid to take this woman as your 
wife.”  I believe this to be a true word because of the 27 years of 
subsequent happily married life and effective ministry for the 
Lord.39   

In this way, the voice of the Lord occurred by way of coincidences, 
opportunities, mutual understanding, and positive circumstances, 
and, above all, years of happiness and fulfilment where my walk 
with God and ministry have developed in a blessed and stable way.  
It is the fulfilment of what God had told me in response to me 
putting a very loudly expressed case to Him just after my 
separation.40 

As part of my 19-year teaching career, I moved to several places 
around the country.  I can’t say that I had any really memorable 
times when I distinctly heard the voice of God in my spirit.  I used 
my better judgment about the decisions I made and trusted the 
Lord that they were the right ones.  I think it was a time where the 
Lord was allowing me to make my own decisions and to have the 
confidence that I could move forward in life without having the 
spiritual “bit” and “bridle” on me to lead me like a mule that has 
no understanding and therefore no ability to make common-sense 
decisions.   I had to learn to accept circumstances and deal 
with them.  We can’t choose what happens to us, but we can 

                                           
37 Caversham Baptist Church, Roly Scott, Senior Pastor. 
38 I have not included the details of how I met my second wife, to preserve her privacy. 
39 I don’t think that I would have had such a meaningful and effective ministry if my second 
marriage was not approved of God.  He was quite definite about His word about the 
relationships He did not want me to have, but this one was with the right woman and the 
right time. 
40 It is interesting to note that my first wife remarried at around the same time as I arrived in 
Dunedin to take up my first teaching job and to meet the woman who was to become my 
second wife. 
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choose what we do about them.  For instance, three years into my 
teaching career, I became redundant through falling school rolls.  
I won another position in Hamilton, which meant that I had to 
leave Dunedin.  But that circumstance caused my second marriage 
to take place because we had to choose to marry or separate, so we 
chose to marry and make our first home in Hamilton.  It also 
enabled my wife to buy the type of home that she always wanted.  
Then after three years in Hamilton, I became redundant again, we 
moved to Mangonui, away up north of the North Island of New 
Zealand to manage a two-teacher school for just a year; then to 
Hastings for a year.  I had limited choices about these moves, 
because it was not easy getting teaching positions.  I never really 
wanted to shift to Auckland, but that was where my next teaching 
job was.  

While I was in Hastings in 1995, I did a bit of study at Massey 
University, and part of that was to go to a ten day course at the 
university in Palmerston North.  This was of God, because it 
became my spiritual pilgrimage to complete my healing.  I was 
able to visit several friends from my previous Charismatic church 
and re-establish fellowship with them.  I was able to telephone the 
particular person who I felt caused me hurt and disillusionment, 
and put things right with him.  After that time, I knew I was 
healed, and could fellowship with a Charismatic church 
again with love and freedom. 

It is interesting that when I got to Auckland, I asked the Lord 
which church was right for me.  He said, “Try the one down 
the road.”  It happened to be a Presbyterian church, so this 
became the start of my Presbyterian experience.  I found it to be a 
friendly welcoming church, and over the years I had different 
roles, ending up as the “Session Clerk” which, in a Presbyterian 
church, is the senior elder.   Also, I made contact with Rodney 
Francis, and he was running Saturday prophetic days in Auckland, 
and so I joined him in that ministry.  For a number of years I was 
on the ministry team, managing groups in the Prophetic 
Workshop sessions.  This re-activated my prophetic gift 
which had lain dormant since I left my last Charismatic church.    

The ten days I spent in Palmerston North in 1995 prepared me for 
involvement in The Gospel Faith Messenger Ministry.41  It is also 
interesting that I had rejected all my Charismatic mentors when I 

                                           
41 http://www.gospel.org.nz/index.php/about-us 
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left that church, and 39 years later, the Lord showed me that I 
could trust Rodney as a mentor, and the teaching I received from 
Pastor Hunt came back to me, and is now the standard I 
adopt when considering the ministry of The Holy Spirit. 

So, even though I very rarely actually heard God’s voice in my 
spirit to the same degree as before, I was able, as I am today, to 
look back over my journey and see that events followed one 
another in a logical order, and each place where I went, there was 
something that developed me to prepare for the next stage of my 
progress in God. 

It is interesting that as I have grown and matured in the Lord, the 
voice in my spirit has become very quiet.  It does not seem 
as loud in my heart as it used to be when I was a younger believer 
and while I was struggling through my storm and stress years.  
There is a principle in this.  We don’t always have to hear a voice 
in our hearts to show us the way ahead and to help us decide what 
decisions we need to make.  What comes is a discerning 
between what is right or not right when we are faced with a 
decision. 

“For everyone who lives on milk is [doctrinally 
inexperienced and] unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, since he is a spiritual infant. 14 But solid 
food is for the [spiritually] mature, whose senses are 
trained by practice to distinguish between what is 
morally good and what is evil” (Hebrews 5:13-14). 

While there are times when God needs to break through and say 
something definite to our spirit, He does not expect us to run to 
Him to get a word about every little decision we need to make. 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should 
go; I will counsel you [who are willing to learn] with My 
eye upon you.  Do not be like the horse or like the mule 
which have no understanding,  Whose trappings include 
bridle and rein to hold them in check,  Otherwise they 
will not come near to you.  Many are the sorrows of the 
wicked, But he who trusts in and relies on the Lord shall 
be surrounded with compassion and lovingkindness” 
 (Psalm 32:8-10) 
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There are times when the Lord deliberately holds back direct 
advice and guidance because He wants us to develop the 
discernment to know what is right or not without having to be 
told.  I remember a respected pastor praying one day over a 
difficult situation in his ministry, he said, “Lord I don’t know what 
to do about this.”  The Lord replied, “I don’t know either.”  
This is surprising because the Lord knows everything, doesn’t He?  
Was it because He knew the best way to resolve the difficulty but 
decided to encourage the pastor to develop a deeper trust in Him 
and to make decisions without having to be led “like a mule with a 
bit and bridle”? 

There have been many decisions where I have had to use my 
better judgment, and I have found, in general, that the decision 
made that way have produced positive outcomes.  Where I have 
been pushed into decisions against my better judgment, less 
positive outcomes have resulted.  Where does that better 
judgment come from?  It comes from the development of the 
discernment between good and evil as I have matured in the Lord. 

Contrary to the belief of some, many of our decisions have 
had an element of trial and error.  There has to be a 
foundation of faith and trust when we make a decision, and often 
there is a 50/50 chance of being right or wrong.  Some are 
frightened of making decisions, and so they flick through the 
pages of the Bible, or ask God for Him to speak to them, and 
basically make the decision for them.  I have realised that if 
believers desperately seek a voice to speak to them to give them 
guidance, the devil is always there to provide that voice.  It is the 
same as those who seek a sensory experience to confirm that they 
are in a right state with God, the devil will also be there to give 
them one. 

Seeking a “promise box” type of Bible verse to give guidance can 
have its pitfalls.  Take the case of a young man who fell in love 
with a young woman called Grace.  It was largely unrequited, and 
Grace was not quite aware of the depths of his feelings for her.  He 
didn’t want to go through the normal process of asking her out on 
a date to get to know her better and to be able to determine 
whether she had the same feelings for him as he had for her, so he 
shut his eyes, turned a few pages in his Bible, put his finger on a 
page, opened his eyes and saw this verse: “Grace and peace to 
you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Philippians 1:2).  It ended up being embarrassing for him when 
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he went to her and told her that God had told him that she was 
God’s choice for him, and she having to tell him that she did not 
share his “guidance” at all. 

Another young man, attracted to a young woman named Joy got a 
verse that gave him the belief that she was God’s choice for him, in 
spite of her not having the same word from God for him: “For his 
anger is but for a moment, and his favour is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the 
morning” (Psalm 30:5).  He ignored the whole verse, and 
concentrated on just the last phrase, and in his mind “joy” became 
“Joy”.  Of course, the outcome was largely the same as happened 
to the previous young man. 

These two examples show the danger of taking verses out of 
context to support guidance issues, instead of trusting God in the 
natural processes of events that might or might not lead to the 
desired outcome.  Who knows if either or both of these young men 
might have had positive outcomes with these young women if they 
had followed the natural process of dating, developing friendship, 
and getting to know each other on a non-committal basis.  It may 
be that feelings and the sense of God’s blessing on the relationship 
may become mutual.    

Also, it is a feature of religious folks to take half a verse of 
Scripture and hang a doctrine on it. Take for example the verse, 
“Eye has not seen nor ear heard, either has entered into 
the heart of man the things God has prepared for him”.   
Religious people have used the verse to say that there are many 
things that are still mysteries to us, and that God lives largely in 
the “spooky-spiritual” realm of Christian experience.   But look at 
what the whole verse says: 

“But just as it is written [in Scripture], 

“Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not 
heard, And which have not entered the heart of man, All 
that God has prepared for those who love Him [who hold 
Him in affectionate reverence, who obey Him, and who 
gratefully recognize the benefits that He has bestowed], 
For God has unveiled them and revealed them to us 
through the [Holy] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all 
things [diligently], even [sounding and measuring] the 
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[profound] depths of God [the divine counsels and things 
far beyond human understanding]” 
 (1 Corinthians 2:9). 
 
When we look at the full context, we see that although many 
things about God’s plan of salvation had yet to be revealed to the 
Old Testament saints, God has totally revealed these things to 
Christian believers who are filled with The Spirit.    There is 
another Scripture that reinforces this: 

“His soul will dwell in prosperity and goodness, and his 
descendants will inherit the land. The secret [of the wise 
counsel] of the Lord is for those who fear Him, And He 
will let them know His covenant and reveal to them 
[through His word] its [deep, inner] meaning. My eyes 
are continually toward the Lord, for He will bring my 
feet out of the net” (Psalm 25:13-15). 

When we fellowship with the Lord, there are no secrets between 
Him and us.  Jesus was quite plain about this:  “In My Father’s 
house are many dwelling places. If it were not so, I would 
have told you, because I am going there to prepare a 
place for you” (John 14:2).  Also, Jesus knew that He could not 
tell them everything that the disciples needed to know before His 
death and resurrection.  The disciples may believe in Him, but 
they were still natural men and He knew that the revelation of 
God’s plan of salvation and what it entails is spiritually discerned: 

“But the natural [unbelieving] man does not accept the 
things [the teachings and revelations] of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness [absurd and illogical] to 
him; and he is incapable of understanding them, because 
they are spiritually discerned and appreciated, [and he is 
unqualified to judge spiritual matters]” (1 Corinthians 
2:14). 

This means that the disciples as men without The Spirit would not 
be able to fully accept what Jesus was teaching them.  This is why 
Peter withstood the Lord when He said that He was going to 
Jerusalem to be arrested and killed (Matthew 16:22).  They 
needed to go through the Lord’s death and resurrection; and after 
that, be filled with The Spirit when He came to the newly born 
Church. 
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“But the Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—
Counselor, Strengthener, Standby), the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name [in My place, to 
represent Me and act on My behalf], He will teach you all 
things. And He will help you remember everything that I 
have told you” (John 14:26). 

People have often wondered what it would it have been like if we 
were around when Jesus was on earth, in person.  They are 
assuming that they would do better than the disciples who were 
with Him.  But these people are looking at the ministry and 
teaching of Jesus from the modern-day perspective of people 
already filled with The Spirit.  The disciples with Jesus were not 
filled with the Spirit, so they couldn’t have the discernment to fully 
understand what Jesus was teaching them.  It was only when 
Peter was filled with The Spirit that he was able to stand 
before the crowd and say: 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel recognize beyond all 
doubt that God has made Him both Lord and Christ 
(Messiah, Anointed)—this Jesus whom you crucified” 
(Acts 2:36). 

Peter was absolutely certain this time, because The Holy Spirit 
had filled him and given him the spiritual discernment to know 
that Jesus was truly the glorified, risen Christ. 

This is why I can say I have heard the voice of God, because I am 
filled with The Spirit, and so there is direct communication 
of information from The Holy Spirit to my spirit, and then 
my mind can accurately interpret what my spirit receives. 

 “These things I have written to you with reference to 
those who are trying to deceive you [seducing you and 
leading you away from the truth and sound doctrine].  As 
for you, the anointing [the special gift, the preparation] 
which you received from Him remains [permanently] in 
you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you. But 
just as His anointing teaches you [giving you insight 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit] about all things, 
and is true and is not a lie, and just as His anointing has 
taught you, you must remain in Him [being rooted in 
Him, knit to Him]” (1 John 2:26-27). 
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John is reinforcing the truth that a person filled with The Spirit is 
open and receptive to what The Spirit is teaching him.  As I have 
said before, that teaching can come in many different ways, but it 
originates from The Spirit.  It is not that we refuse teaching from a 
human teacher or pastor, or even a trusted mentor; but what we 
do hear, we need to consult with The Spirit in us so we can 
reliably discern whether the teaching is sound or not.  This 
protects us from being deceived by those who corrupt the truth of 
the Gospel.  John knew that full well in his time, and it is no 
different than what it is today. 
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IS IT REALLY GOD WHO IS SPEAKING? 

 

John is careful about what teaching people should receive: 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit [speaking through a 
self-proclaimed prophet]; instead test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because many false 
prophets and teachers have gone out into the world” (1 
John 4:1). 

It is not that we mistrust God’s voice when He speaks to us, but 
we need to apply tests to confirm that it is God who is 
speaking to us.  Jesse Penn-Lewis stated, “Nine out of ten 
impressions that come to us are from the world, flesh and the 
devil.”42   How are we going to test the authenticity of what we 
receive from God?  Several components have to work together to 
prove authenticity: 

Does it comply with the thread of teaching that is seen 
through the Old and New Testaments?   

For example, when God told me that He was waiting for me to put 
aside the religious aspects of my church involvement and come 
directly to Him, this is totally consistent with “come to me all 
those who are weary and burden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28); “Come boldly to the throne of grace 
to find mercy and grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 
4:16). 

Does it give you a sense of peace and security in your 
faith in Christ? 

Any word, teaching or instruction that induces urgency, hurry, 
haste, uncertainty, confusion,  distress, depression, or anything 
else that robs you of the peace and assurance that you normally 
have, has to be suspect and therefore unreliable. 

Is it consistent with the general circumstances that are 
there, or does it conflict? 

                                           
42 .Penn-Lewis, "The True Workings of God, and Counterfeits of Satan.," War on the Saints. 
Abridged 108-2 17; and Penn-Lewis, "The True Workings of God, and Counterfeits of Satan," 
War on the Saints. Unabridged 3 18-325 
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In the case of the young men seeking God’s word over the young 
women that they were sweet on, the circumstances did not agree 
with what they received from the Scripture.  If they had developed 
a normal friendship with the women and it was developing into 
something deeper, then as they sought the Lord, the nature of the 
words they would then receive would confirm the circumstances 
that were developing. 

Is it consistent with what your trusted mentors or pastor 
are telling you? 

In the case of the de facto relationship that I had in Wellington, I 
knew that my mentors there would have told me that the 
relationship is inappropriate for a committed Christian and that 
their advice would have been to separate.  When I got the word in 
Blenheim about the Lord not being with me if I went back to 
Wellington to resume the relationship, this was totally consistent 
with the advice of these mentors.  Also, I didn’t have a fully settled 
peace about the relationship even though it was enjoyable and 
meaningful for me at that stage in my life.  This is consistent with 
my second point here. 

As Ross Tooley has said in his book Adventures in Hearing in the 
Voice of The Lord,43 prophecy is well down on the reliability list of 
knowing that the word is definitely accurate and appropriate.  This 
is why that prophecy needs to be evaluated by those experienced 
in the prophetic (1 Corinthians 14:29).   The test that needs to be 
applied is on the basis of my four points above.44  In the case of 
the prophecies and tongues interpretations I gave at the 
conference in Hastings, my experienced pastor gave his seal of 
approval that my prophetic words were genuinely from The Holy 
Spirit.  In my work with The Gospel Faith Messenger Prophetic 
Ministry, all prophecies are recorded on tape or digital recorder so 
they can be reviewed at a later time.  But a person who is 
experienced in the Word of God and of the prophetic can know 
right away whether a prophecy is consistent with God’s Word in 
its true context. 

An example of this, in the negative, was what happened in a 
conference (I was not present but was told by a friend who was 
there) about a large man with a loud voice like a built in amplifier 

                                           
43 http://rhema.co.nz/shows-djs/days/item/9292-adventures-with-god 
44 The four points are the same as the ones that Ross Tooley has set out his book, Adventures 
in Hearing in The Voice of God. 
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got up and gave a long and dramatic “thus saith the Lord” type 
prophecy.  After the man had finished, the conference leader, a 
known and trusted pastor, rose and said, “We can safely ignore 
that one.”  Another man got up and gave a prophecy, and the same 
pastor jumped to his feet and cried out, “That’s not of God!”  This 
is discernment in action to protect the people from misguided 
prophecies. 

My opinion of the genuineness of the prophetic word is the 
impact that it has on the person[s] receiving it, more than 
on the person giving it.  Often a person gets a prophecy and is not 
quite sure whether it is appropriate or not, as is the case with 
many of those inexperienced in the prophetic, and decides to give 
the prophecy out of faith and obedience.  He may not sense 
anything except apprehension that his prophecy may not be 
correct.  But if another person acknowledges that it is indeed a 
word for him, or that the conference leader gets up and says, “This 
is a true word for us”, then the prophetic speaker is assured that 
his word is correct.  This will give the person much confidence to 
speak up again when a prophetic word comes to him. 

The Word of Knowledge and the Word of Wisdom needs to have 
the same tests applied to them.  There was only one occasion 
where I had a true word of knowledge for someone.  It was at a 
Christian camp and a young lady came forward for prayer.  I had 
the word of knowledge for her and I said it in faith.  She 
immediately broke down and wept.   She told us that she had been 
counselled by one of our senior ladies that afternoon on that very 
topic!  I had no way of knowing that, and I gave the word in total 
faith.  In fact, I got a look of disapproval from my wife when I told 
the young woman that I had a word for her and was quite nervous 
about giving it.  This reinforces the truth that a word given, 
although tentatively through nervousness can have a dramatic 
impact on the person receiving it.  The word I gave was consistent 
with the circumstances and with the Word of God that says, “God 
has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a 
sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).  This was consistent because the 
young woman had a specific fear issue. 

I want to tell you about another event where the Lord spoke quite 
clearly to me, and the outcome has always been positive every 
time I have followed the instructions I received.   I was at church, 
and during an altar call, I saw a young man being prayed for to 
receive the baptism with The Spirit and tongues.  The young man 
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was having great difficulty, and there were about six others 
surrounding him.  Three of them were saying, “Hold on brother!” 
and the other half were saying, “Let go brother!”  This reminds me 
of a man who called his dog “Stay”, and wondered why the dog got 
confused when he called, “Come Stay, Come Stay”.  The poor dog 
didn’t know whether to come or stay!  So this poor brother didn’t 
know whether to hold on or let go.  The question I had was what 
he was supposed to hold on to, or let go of!  I spoke to the Lord 
and said, “That’s not right.  There must be a better way of getting a 
person baptised with The Spirit and speaking in tongues”.  This is 
what the Lord replied: 

He said that there were four steps of faith in receiving the baptism 
with The Spirit and tongues.  These steps are similar to the four 
steps of faith to receive Christ: 

1. The person has to know and fully accept that it is 
His will that he is to receive.  There is no point in 
going any further until that is made certain.  I have 
seen the results of folks pressured into receiving the baptism 
with The Spirit without them being sure it is right for them.  
They have hands laid on them and are spiritually “nagged” 
until they speak some syllables, and then everyone says, 
“Praise God, you have the gift of tongues now.”   I don’t 
believe they have in most cases.  They just made a few noises 
that sounded like tongues to please the group and get them 
off his back.  A person who knows it is God’s will for them 
will usually come and say, “I want the baptism with The 
Spirit.  Will you pray with me?” 
 

2. They need to ask God for the baptism and the gift of 
tongues. This is a definite Scriptural principle. “Every-
thing by prayer and supplication make your 
requests known to God” (Philippians 4:6). “You have 
not because you ask not” (James 4:3). 
 

3. They need to actually receive The Holy Spirit into 
their spirit.  They need to make the statement of faith, “I 
now receive the baptism with the Spirit and the gift of 
tongues”.  The Scripture is “He who asks, receives” 
(Matthew 7:8). 
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4. At this point the believer can know that he has the infilling of 

The Spirit and is able to speak in tongues.   Therefore this 
step of faith is to act on that belief, firstly believe that he is 
filled with The Spirit even though there is no sensory 
indication of it.  We have to remember that we don’t seek a 
sensory experience because the devil might be there to give a 
counterfeit.  But he can’t give a counterfeit if we maintain an 
attitude of faith over our senses and declare that we are 
filled with The Spirit even though we may not sense 
anything.  It is on the basis of the previous three steps that 
The Holy Spirit has come into the person’s life.  But, now 
The Spirit has to flow out of the person, and the way that 
happens is for the person to start speaking in tongues.  In 
Acts 19:6, the 12 Ephesian believers spoke in tongues and 
prophesied when The Spirit filled them.  But speaking in 
tongues is the easier one, so that is why I encourage them to 
start speaking it.  Some may assert that tongues is not the 
essential evidence of the infilling of The Spirit, and I accept 
that; but tongues or prophecy is the evidence that The Spirit 
is flowing out of them. 45 

In the 1970s, there used to be “Trans-Demominational” 
Conferences, usually held at Easter time at the Awapuni 
Racecourse in Palmerston North, and on the Saturday nights, after 
the main meeting, people used to gather to receive the baptism 
with The Spirit.  I used to wait until all the “easy” ones received, 
then moved around the “chronics” who were left struggling to 
receive.  I took them through the steps of faith, and many received 
with no further difficulties.  But some still could not break through 
to confidence in tongues.  They didn’t know how to start. 

I went to the Lord and asked Him about that and He said, “You 
speak in tongues, and your tongue is genuine, so use 
words from your tongue language to prime them and 
give them the idea of how to start, and I will do the 
rest.”  So the next time there was a group who had difficulty 
breaking through in tongues, after taking them through the steps 
of faith, I said, “Speak these words, just to give you the idea of how 
to start.”  So they did.  Once they got the idea and were speaking 
my words, I laid hands on them and said, “Now speak it out 
without stopping, in the Name of Jesus.”  When they started 

                                           
45 Anyway, encouraging a believer to speak in tongues is what the Lord told me to do, so I 
would rather be obedient to Him in this, even though it goes against the theology of some. 
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speaking in that way, it was amazing how they spoke languages 
quite unlike mine.  Some were fluent straight off, and others 
began in a halting manner, but told me later that they achieved 
fluency when they got home and got alone with the Lord. 

After 40 years, I don’t recall one single failure.  Every person I 
took through the steps of faith received the baptism and tongues 
either in my presence or back at home.  But there was only one 
person whom I thought might be a failure, and I will relate the 
story: 

He was 14 years old at the time, and he came to me while we were 
involved in Teen Challenge, and said he wanted to receive tongues 
but didn’t know how. So I took him through the steps of faith, and 
he genuinely believed that he was filled with The Spirit.  But he 
could not get started with tongues, so I got him to say some of my 
words.  He said them faithfully, but when I told him to speak 
without stopping so his own language would flow out, he couldn’t, 
and kept speaking my words.  I tried this a number of times over 
the next 20 minutes without success.  At last, I said to the Lord, 
“You are the Baptiser in The Holy Spirit, and so I give this guy up 
to you.”  The moment I said that, he went, “Oh!” and started to 
speak a fluent language quite different from mine! 

The Lord then spoke to me and said, “This is to show you that 
although I told you what method to use, it is not the 
method that gives My Spirit to a person.  I am the 
Baptiser in The Spirit and the Giver of tongues, and 
when you acknowledge that each time, you will have no 
failures because I will not only honour your faith, but 
the other person’s faith as well.”  What a wonderful lesson 
to learn from the Lord! 

Under normal circumstances I make decisions according to my 
best judgment and experience.  I do not seek a word from God 
very often.  I have never asked for a prophecy for any situation 
that has confronted me, although I will always ask the Lord for a 
prophetic word for anyone who asks me.  The Lord has always 
given me one.  I had feedback from one guy who said my prophecy 
was so accurate he wondered whether I ate prophetic corn flakes 
for breakfast and drove a prophetic car!   

The Christian forum site that I use for fellowship had a prophetic 
forum in it for a while, and I gave around 200 prophecies over six 



 

P
ag

e4
8

 

months.  Only one person fed back to me that they didn’t 
understand the prophecy and did not see it as appropriate for 
them at that time.  After a while, I noticed that some asked me 
repeatedly for prophetic words and one said he wanted one every 
day.  I went to the Lord about that, and He told me, “Those ones 
are not trusting Me for guidance as they should.  They 
are treating you as their personal horoscope.”   I said, 
“What do You want me to do?”  He replied, “Stop giving the 
prophecies, not because you are wrong in giving them, 
but you are to stop to prevent people becoming 
dependent on your words rather than Mine.”  So I 
stopped.  Then the forum closed that particular prophetic part 
down, not because of my prophecies, but because others were 
giving “spooky-spiritual” over-long ones that were quite 
judgmental in some respects.  But the experience gave me the 
confidence to know when and how a prophetic word can come to 
me, and also gave me the confidence in faith to give the word, even 
if it didn’t make a lot of sense to me. 

I remember, as part of The Gospel Faith Messenger Team, I didn’t 
have the confidence to give personal prophecies to members of the 
congregation.  At the Saturday Prophetic Day conference in a 
particular church, one of the other team members experienced in 
the prophetic gave the personal prophecies, and I was able to give 
the interpretations of a couple of tongues messages that came 
forth.  But I was to preach at that church on the Sunday, and I 
wanted to be able to give prophetic words, so I asked the other 
team member to lay hands on me to impart the ability to give 
verbal prophetic words.  The following morning, I stepped out in 
faith and gave several prophetic words, which were gratefully 
received.  I believe that it was the Lord Who said to me, “Go and 
get that brother to lay hands on you and impart the 
ability to give prophetic words to others.”  Obeying the 
voice of God has positive outcomes. 

I wrote previously about the limitation of being led with a bit and 
bridle like a mule that has no understanding.  God has to use a 
spiritual “bit and bridle” on some believers who have 
difficulty hearing and obeying His voice.   He warns against 
this in the book of Hebrews: 

“For we [believers] have become partakers of Christ 
[sharing in all that the Messiah has for us], if only we 
hold firm our newborn confidence [which originally led 
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us to Him] until the end, 15 while it is said, “TODAY [while 
there is still opportunity] IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT 

HARDEN YOUR HEART, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME [in the 
rebellion in the desert at Meribah].” For who were they 
who heard and yet provoked Him [with rebellious acts]? 
Was it not all those who came out of Egypt led by 
Moses?” (Hebrews 3:14-16). 

This is a quote from Psalm 95:7: 

“For He is our God and we are the people of His pasture 
and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you will hear His 
voice.” 

There are two main types of believers: those who hear and obey 
God’s voice to their hearts, and those who don’t.  There are 
believers who are dull of hearing, maybe because they don’t 
believe that God speaks directly to them, or that they are wanting 
to live in a way God does not want them to live and they don’t 
want to hear what God is saying to their hearts.  I was like that 
when I was in a de facto relationship in Wellington.  I didn’t want 
to go near my Christian friends who lived there, because I knew 
what they were going to say to me, and I didn’t want to hear it.  It 
was only that my lack of peace got to the stage where I just had to 
go to God and have the discussion with Him.  He was a lot kinder 
than I thought my friends would have been.  Once He knew that I 
was open to be guided, He opened up an opportunity to go school 
teaching, something that I had dreamed about since my school 
days – something that I never thought I would ever be able to do.  
You see, He got right into my heart’s desire, made it possible for 
me to do university study, when I was a high school dropout who 
for ten years thought I was not intelligent enough to get a 
university degree!  When someone’s heart is open to God, He 
doesn’t have to use a big stick or a bit and bridle to get us 
where He wants us to go. 

But He did speak directly and definitely to me at that time because 
I needed to hear His voice.  My old pastor said if we had doubts as 
to whether we are really willing to do God’s will, we can say to the 
Lord, “I am willing to be made willing.”  God accepts that 
and does the work to break down our objections.  He did that by 
ensuring that the separation between my partner and me was 
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amicable, no hurt or heartbreak involved, and the friendship 
between us maintained.46 

So what happened when I told the Lord that I was willing to be 
made willing? 

 I started on a university degree and a teaching diploma. 
 I was provided for when I moved to Christchurch, knowing 

no one. 
 I was introduced to a new church and had good fellowship 

and pastoral care. 
 I gained new friends, especially a good mentor with whom I 

spent much time in fellowship and discussion. 
 I received healing of my hurt and disillusionment from my 

previous Charismatic church. 
 I graduated with a B.A. and a Diploma of Teaching in 1986. 

 I started my first teaching job in Dunedin, 1987. 
 
At the time when I told the Lord that I was willing to be made 
willing, I had absolutely no idea that these achievements were 
even possible for me! 

Even now there are times when God gives me a direct instruction.  
I received Ross Tooley’s book Adventures In Hearing in The Voice 
Of God through the mail, and He said to me, “Your job today is 
to read that book!”  It was obvious that He wanted me, not to 
put it aside for a convenient time, but to put everything else I had 
planned on the “back burner” and to spend my day-off reading the 
book right through.  As I read the book, every page spoke to me, 
and it gave me a fresh perspective on the way God speaks to us.   
In connection with that, when Ross came to be our visiting 
speaker and to promote his book, I shared some of the ways God 
spoke to me, and his response was, “You could write your own 
book!”  The fact that the words have flowed out of me, shows me 
that God’s voice was behind what Ross told me, although he didn’t 
know it.  This shows that when God speaks through someone, the 
impact is on the person hearing what is said, and not so much on 
the person speaking the words. 

                                           
46 She happened to be in Hamilton when my second daughter was an infant, and we invited 
her for a meal, and we had a pleasant evening together with my wife, my daughter and me.  
God is good about bringing resolution and closure to anything that needs it. 
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I have realised how that God can speak into the mind of a person 
while writing an academic essay.  I have always had difficulties 
writing essays, and when I did my undergraduate degree in 
English, it took me six drafts before I could write a reasonable 
essay that was worth being graded.   Three and a half years ago I 
got the opportunity to do an on-line degree in Divinity.47  At the 
end of each paper, I was expected to write a 3,000 word essay, and 
for one paper I had to write a research paper of at least 30 pages.  
I was amazed how the thoughts flowed as I wrote the essays.  
Some topics were not ones that I had seriously looked at before, 
such as Church History, Christian Worship, Catholic Theology, 
Old Testament Theology, and so on.  For most essays, I had only 
to write one draft, and I got an average grade of 95 percent!  This 
was unheard of for me, seeing that I had to work hard to get 70 
percent for most essays I wrote for my undergraduate and 
mastorate degrees in English Literature.  The difference is that I 
have to depend on my own knowledge and ability when writing 
secular essays, but when I was writing for the Divinity degree, I 
knew that the voice of God was speaking into my mind, 
giving me insights and a flow of language to express 
those insights. 

 

 

 

 

St Aidan’s Presbyterian Church 
(My present church) 

                                           
47 I completed the degree through Nations University.  For more information see 
https://nationsu.edu/ 
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IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES CONNECTED WITH 
GOD’S VOICE 

 

 

We need to look at the basis on which God speaks to us.  Look at 

this Scripture: 
 
“God, having spoken to the fathers long ago in [the 
voices and writings of] the prophets in many separate 
revelations [each of which set forth a portion of the 
truth], and in many ways,  has in these last days spoken 
[with finality] to us in [the person of One who is by His 
character and nature] His Son [namely Jesus], whom He 
appointed heir and lawful owner of all things, through 
whom also He created the universe [that is, the universe 
as a space-time-matter continuum]” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
 
Jesus is central in the way God speaks to us.  His voice has 
to be infused with the Spirit of Christ.  If a voice comes that does 
not reflect the spirit of Christ, then it cannot come from God.  Paul 
says that there are many voices in the world and each has its own 
meaning (1 Corinthians 14:10).  So, how can we know for sure that 
the voice we are hearing in our mind is actually the voice of God?  
Let us consider 1 Corinthians 13 and substitute “God’s voice” for 
“love” in the chapter. 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but if the 
voice of God is not in them, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal.  

A person can be a brilliant speaker and can preach great Bible-
based sermons, but if the voice of God does not speak through 
him, then his words are empty.  They may tickle the mind, but 
they make no impression on the heart.  A couple were visiting 
London in the late 19th Century while Charles Spurgeon was pastor 
of the Baptist Tabernacle.  Across the street there was another 
prominent church with a famous and respected speaker.  They 
went to that church for the morning service and came away 
saying, “What a wonderful sermon”.  They then went to 
Spurgeon’s evening service and came out from that meeting 
saying, “What a wonderful Saviour!”  This is the difference 
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between a fine, intellectual sermon without the voice of God in it, 
and a message infused with the voice of God. 

If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but do not have the voice of God in 
these things, I am nothing.  

Anyone can get up and give a prophecy, and can understand and 
speak about the mysteries of God, use the Word of Knowledge and 
have all the faith in the world.  But these are empty without the 
voice of God flowing through them.  There is a big difference 
between a person rising up in a church meeting and giving a 
dramatic sounding prophecy which can be forgotten by the next 
hymn, and giving one where the voice of God speaks through it.  
The latter will never be forgotten because the voice of God is 
irresistible and has a dynamic impact on the listeners.   

Many church sermons are filled with Bible knowledge and 
certainly reflect the expertise of the speaker, but without the voice 
of God speaking through the sermon, there is no real impact on 
the hearts of the hearers.  Such sermons may increase the size of 
the head, but cannot do anything to a small heart.   When the 
voice of God comes through a sermon, the listeners receive the 
spirit of revelation and wisdom in the knowledge of God 
(Ephesians 1:17). 

If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but do not have spiritual ears 
to hear the voice of God, I gain nothing. 

Even our good works fall flat and come to nothing if we are not in 
a place where we can hear and obey the voice of God.  We can do a 
lot of good things for the Lord in our own strength, but the Lord 
may ask, “Who told you to do that, because I didn’t”. But 
doing good deeds in response and obedience to God’s voice has 
great outcomes.   James says this: 

“But someone may say, “You [claim to] have faith and I 
have [good] works; show me your [alleged] faith without 
the works [if you can], and I will show you my faith by 
my works [that is, by what I do]” (James 2:18). 
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Someone can say they have faith, but true faith involves the voice 
of God: 

“So faith comes from hearing [what is told], and what is 
heard comes by the [preaching of the] message 
concerning Christ” (Romans 10:17). 

So when we hear the voice of God, it is the word of Christ, which 
generates true faith, which in turn induces us to do the good deeds 
that gives our faith the necessary expression and impact. 

What follows are the attributes of God’s voice when it comes to us: 

God’s voice is patient.  When God speaks to us, it never 
demands instant action.  It doesn’t take the attitude that if we fail 
to hear and understand it the first time, we are dull and 
disobedient and therefore there is no use in repeating the 
instruction.  Guy Bevington, the Methodist Holiness healing 
preacher had the experience of God repeating instructions to him 
with greater emphasis to the point where Bevington knew he had 
to comply or lose the presence of God in his life and ministry.  God 
would say, “Will you go and minister healing to that person?”  
Then, “WILL you GO?”, then “WILL YOU GO?”  And finally, 
“WILL YOU OR WILL YOU NOT GO??”48 

Another example is that of how God called Samuel.  He woke the 
boy up by calling, “Samuel!”  The boy thought it was Eli the 
priest calling him, but it wasn’t Eli.  Then God called him again, 
“Samuel! Samuel!”  The boy went to Eli again.  When God 
called the third time, Eli realised that it was God calling Samuel so 
he told the boy, “Say, Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.”  And 
the rest is history.  God was being very patient in His calling of 
Samuel and He was prepared to wait until “the penny dropped” 
and the realisation that it was God who was doing the calling.49 

God’s voice is kind.  There is never harshness in God’s voice.  
Even though His correction of me over my attempts at casting a 
demon out of someone, although it came in a cold and prickly way, 
it was never harsh.  It was as a father admonishing his child.  It 
was not a harsh or judgmental rebuke.  God never rebukes His 

                                           
48https://archive.org/details/RemarkableIncidentsAndModernMiraclesThroughPrayerAndF
aithByG.C 
49 1 Samuel 3:1-10. 
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precious children.  He disciplines and corrects them, but never 
beats them over the head with a stick.  My old pastor used to 
correct me regularly, and would say, “I am only saying this 
because I love you and want to improve your walk with God.”  I 
felt seriously corrected at times, but when I look back on it, the 
tone of his voice was soft and gentle, but his words cut me to the 
heart.  That is because God was speaking through a pastor who 
loved me in the Lord and wanted his best for me.   Graham Cooke 
says, “God is the kindest Person I ever met”.50 

God’s voice will never cause a person to envy another’s 
walk with God.  When God works with us and speaks to 
enhance our experience with Him, He does it on a personal basis 
and never compares us with anyone else.  He will never say, “Why 
don’t you have the same faith that Charlie Zoop has?”  As a wise 
Maori lady said to me once, “We all have our own portion from 
God and it is good when we learn to be content with it”.  Paul said: 

“Not that I speak from [any personal] need, for I have 
learned to be content [and self-sufficient through Christ, 
satisfied to the point where I am not disturbed or 
uneasy] regardless of my circumstances. I know how to 
get along and live humbly [in difficult times], and I also 
know how to enjoy abundance and live in prosperity. In 
any and every circumstance I have learned the secret [of 
facing life], whether well-fed or going hungry, whether 
having an abundance or being in need. I can do all things 
[which He has called me to do] through Him who 
strengthens and empowers me [to fulfill His purpose—I 
am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency; I am ready for 
anything and equal to anything through Him who infuses 
me with inner strength and confident peace.]” (Philippians 
4:11-13). 

The voice of God does not inspire a person to boast about 
himself.  When someone hears the voice of God, they don’t go 
around saying, “I heard God’s voice.  It must be due to my special 
closeness to Him.  God speaks to me all the time.  Isn’t it just 
wonderful?”  When God speaks to me, it is not about me, but 
about what The Holy Spirit wants to do and through me.  This 
doesn’t mean that we become any more than mere earthen vessels.  

                                           
50 http://www.breakingchristiannews.com/articles/display_art.html?ID=1750 
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“Thus says the Lord, “Let not the one who is 
wise and skilful boast in his insight; let not the one who 
is mighty and powerful boast in his strength; let not the 
one who is rich boast in his [temporal satisfactions and 
earthly] abundance;  but let the one who boasts boast in 
this, that he understands and knows Me [and 
acknowledges Me and honours Me as God and 
recognizes without any doubt], that I am the Lord who 
practices lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on 
the earth, for in these things I delight,” says the Lord”  
(Jeremiah 9:23-24). 

The voice of God does not cause pride.  In fact, it does the 
opposite.  It inspires humility, because we are conscious of 
hearing from the mighty God Who created the universe and 
everything in it.  It humbles us to think that He would condescend 
so much to spare the time to speak to me as an individual, as if I 
was the only person who meant so much to Him; yet He deals with 
every believer in the same way.   When John was confronted with 
the risen, glorified Jesus, it humbled him to the point that he fell 
at His feet as if dead (Revelation 1:17). 

“Though He scoffs at the scoffers and scorns the 
scorners, yet He give His grace [His underserved favour] 
to the humble [those who give up self-important]” 
Proverbs 3:34). 

The voice of God does not dishonour others.  When God 
speaks, into the heart, through prophecy, word of knowledge, 
word of wisdom, or a sermon in church, He never criticises or puts 
people down.  He is kind and gentle in His approach to believers.  
Although He had some harsh things to say to the hypocritical 
religious leaders in general, when Nicodemus came to Jesus, He 
was accommodating, open, and treated Nicodemus with grace and 
respect (John 3:2).  When Jesus spoke to the woman at the well, 
He treated her with respect (John 4). 

The voice of God does not inspire selfishness.  When God 
speaks to someone, it is not so that the person can build up his 
own “empire”, or push himself into the most prominent position 
at the expense of others.  Jesus spoke about taking the lowest 
place at a banquet, giving the leader the chance to say “Brother, 
come up higher” (Luke 14:10). 
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“They do all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make 
their phylacteries wide [to make them more 
conspicuous] and make their tassels long. They love the 
place of distinction and honour at feasts and the best 
seats in the synagogues [those on the platform near the 
scrolls of the Law, facing the congregation]” (Matthew 
23:5-6). 

My old pastor told me once that he would never go anywhere to 
minister without being invited.  He never advertised his ministry.  
In his own church, though he was the pastor, he gave ample 
opportunity for younger men to develop their ministries.  He did 
that for me when I showed that I had a genuine prophetic gift.  He 
celebrated when others moved in The Spirit.  This is what 
impresses me about my involvement with The Gospel Faith 
Messenger Ministry.  I was recognised for my ministry in getting 
folk baptised with The Spirit and receiving the gift of tongues and 
given the opportunity to assist those seeking for it.  If I had a word 
to share, space was given to me.  When I wrote a book or article, 
time was given to proofread and edit it and prepare it for 
publication through the ministry.  This shows a complete 
selflessness on the part of the leadership of that ministry.  This is 
what an equipping ministry should be. 

The voice of God is never angry, nor does it inspire anger 
in those who hear it. God is always gentle and kind to 
believers.  Of course, there will come a day of wrath toward those 
who have rejected Him, but now is the day of grace where “the 
kindness of God leads unbelievers to repentance” 
(Romans 2:4).  Hell-fire, angry sermons that seek to frighten folk 
into receiving Christ are not inspired by The Holy Spirit.  People 
are not terrorised into the kingdom of God.  They are drawn by the 
bands of the love of Christ.  “But God demonstrates His own 
love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died 
for us” (Romans 5:8). 

When God speaks to us, either in our own hearts or 
through another believer, He will not reveal sin in us.  He 
will never bring up past sins that were there before you received 
Christ.  He will not bring up present sins because He has given us 
the righteousness of Christ in the place of our sinfulness, and He 
has taken our sins and buried them in the deepest sea of His 
forgetfulness (Micah 7:19).  We know our own shortcomings and 
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failures.  We also know the sinful habit patterns we often struggle 
with.  When God wants to release us from a particular sinful habit 
pattern, He will speak in a way that will cause us to know that He 
is on the case without Him inspiring anyone to blurt out a 
catalogue of sins to all and sundry.  Love does not embarrass or 
hurt people.  Love is discrete.  “It is the glory of God to 
conceal a matter” (Proverbs 25:2).  God knows our secret sins, 
and although it is best to fully acknowledge our innermost and 
secret sins to Him (Psalm 32:5), sometimes it is embarrassing and 
difficult to do, and God has to inspire someone with a Word of 
Knowledge to assist.  For example, the pastor was praying along a 
line of men who had come up for ministry.  As he faced one man, 
the Lord told him, “He is sinning against his wife with his 
secretary.”  He knew that if he said that out in front of everyone, 
the man would be devastated and possibly driven away from the 
church and Christ.  The Lord told him, “Tell the man that 
faithfulness to his wife and family will bring the 
greatest blessing that I can give him.”  When he said that, 
the man broke down, took the pastor aside, and confessed his 
affair with his secretary.  Consequently the man was ministered to, 
and the marriage was saved. 

When God’s voice speaks, it does not glorify evil but 
rejoices with the truth.  This is why I don’t accept predictive 
prophecies that deal with doom, gloom, and disaster.  When God 
speaks, it is to show what He is intending to do in the church and 
the world, not what Satan wants to do.  A man I knew back in the 
old days in Wellington used to talk about the filth that was flowing 
into the city, speaking about pornographic literature and films.  
Years later, he got himself involved with sexual encounters in 
massage parlours, resulting in the loss of his marriage and 
ministry.  When someone is obsessed with the evil that is going on 
in the world, the consequence could very well be that he himself 
could find himself dragged down into the quicksand of some evil 
practice that will destroy him if it is not caught and dealt with in 
time. 

“Finally, believers, whatever is true, whatever is 
honourable and worthy of respect, whatever is right and 
confirmed by God’s Word, what ever is pure and 
wholesome, whatever is lovely and brings peace, 
whatever is admirable and of good repute; if there is any 
excellent, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
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continually on these things [center your mind on them 
and implant them in your heart]” (Philippians 4:8). 

God’s voice always protects vulnerable people.  This is why 
Paul warned about the savage wolves that were going to invade the 
church and that perverse ones were going to rise up from among 
them to draw away disciples for themselves.  The voice of God 
spoke through him to protect the believers.  Paul wrote to the 
Galatian churches to protect them about the Judaisers who were 
invading these churches, teaching that people had to be 
circumcised and comply with the Mosaic Law in order to be saved 
(Acts 15:5).   God’s voice never leaves a believer “swinging in the 
wind” without Divine protection.   

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will 
remain secure and rest in the shadow of the Almighty 
[whose power no enemy can withstand]. I will say of 
the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in 
whom I trust [with great confidence, and on whom I 
rely]!” (Psalm 91:1-2). 

God’s voice always invokes absolute trust in Christ.  This 
is in keeping with Hebrews 1:1, where in these last days God is 
speaking by His Son, the risen Jesus Christ.  “The testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Revelation 19:10).  When 
John said to test what those are saying is the voice of God to them, 
he said: 

By this you know and recognize the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that acknowledges and confesses [the fact] that 
Jesus Christ has [actually] come in the flesh [as a man] is 
from God [God is its source]; and every spirit that does 
not confess Jesus [acknowledging that He has come in 
the flesh, but would deny any of the Son’s true nature] is 
not of God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 
have heard is coming, and is now already in the world” (1 
John 4:2-3). 

The whole point of God taking the time to speak to us is to glorify 
the risen Jesus Christ.  His name is above every other name 
(Philippians 2:9).  This is why I don’t hold with “hero worship” 
where people put a “big-name” ministry up on a pedestal and treat 
him almost like Jesus himself.  An angel was with John and  
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showed him events which were to come, and John fell down to 
worship him, but the angel told him to stand up because “I am a 
servant of God, just like you” (Revelation 22:9).  If that was 
the attitude of an angel in heaven, then some of God’s big-name 
servants should be careful about how they advertise themselves.  
When the picture of the evangelist covers a large billboard, 
advertising himself as the “best thing since sliced bread” ministry-
wise, then we need to be cautious of him.  Is he glorifying Jesus or 
himself? 

A good prophecy should strengthen the listeners’ faith in 
Jesus Christ.  It should hold up Jesus before the people and 
declare His willingness to do what He is anointed to do through 
the power of The Holy Spirit: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me (the Messiah), 
Because He has anointed Me to preach the good news to 
the poor.  He has sent Me to announce release (pardon, 
forgiveness) to the captives, And recovery of sight to the 
blind, to set from those who are oppressed 
(downtrodden, bruised, crushed by tragedy), to proclaim 
the favourable year of the Lord [the day when salvation 
and the favour of God abound greatly]” (Luke 4:18-19). 

The voice of God inspires Hope and not despair.  God has 
given us a lively hope through Christ (1 Peter 1:3).  Jesus said 
many things in His last hours before going out and being arrested.  
Everything He said to the disciples was intended to give them a 
foundation of hope to cope with the dark three days ahead of 
them.  The disciples, when Jesus was crucified, thought that their 
expectation had been cut off and that there was no future for 
them.  But they had forgotten Jeremiah’s words: 

“For I know the plans and thoughts that I have for you,’ 
says the Lord, ‘plans for peace and well-being and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). 

The crucifixion of Jesus was planned to the last detail, and over 
the centuries it has inspired hope for millions of believers.  Our 
hope in Christ will not leave us ashamed (Romans 5:5).  Our 
expectation in Christ will not be cut off: 
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“Surely there is a future [and a reward], and your 
hope and expectation will not be cut off” (Proverbs 23:18). 

The voice of God will inspire perseverance in a believer.   
The voice of God is especially precious and uplifting when it comes 
to a discouraged and despairing soul.  When I was in despair over 
the breakup of my marriage, the words, “I am your refuge and 
strength” gave me the strength is persevere with the Lord 
through the dark times until the “sun” came out and I was able to 
start rebuilding my life. 

I remember receiving a letter in which the writer was soundly 
criticising me and blaming me and accusing me of causing the 
marriage to fail.  The letter was like a sword piercing my vital 
organs.  It was painful to read.  I drove to my favourite lonely, 
isolated beach, and held up the letter to God and cried out, “Read 
this and tell me if this is true!”  Then I didn’t know what else to 
say, so I started praying in tongues.  I walked along praying and 
felt that I was hitting against a barrier, like a brick wall, with a 
sledge hammer.  As I prayed, I thought of the crucifixion, how that 
I died with Christ on the cross.  Then I thought of the resurrection, 
where I was raised up together with Him.  Then the ascension, 
where we were both lifted up into the heavenlies where I sat 
beside Christ as He sat beside the Majesty on High.  Then, it 
seems that I broke through the wall, and had a vivid mind’s-eye 
picture of Jesus on the throne, far above all the conflicts, 
accusations and criticisms.  I guess it was as close to a vision as I 
could get.  I got so filled with the joy and victory of the moment 
that I just ran and skipped down the beach, yelling “Yahoo!  
Yahoo!” (Yahoo means “God is!”)  That was the only word I could 
get out to express my intense joy at knowing that Jesus had won 
the victory for me.   That was the start of my upward journey, and 
I had the strength and determination to persevere through the 
next seven years of storm and stress as I completed the rebuilding 
of my new life without my wife and family. 

The voice of God never fails.  In all my 50 years of walking 
with the Lord and hearing His voice, not one word that He has 
said to me has failed.  Every time I was made redundant during 
my teaching career, the Lord spoke “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart; lean not to your own understanding, 
Acknowledge Him in all your ways and He will make 
your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).  I held on to that word 
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when I didn’t know where my next teaching job was coming from, 
and it was not long before I was appointed to a new position.  
When I finally gave up teaching in 2004, after 19 years, I was 
reminded of that word, and I ended up with another satisfying 
career that lasted another ten years until I retired.  Even after that, 
a part time position came up where I am able to make a good 
contribution to the lives of vulnerable people, and this has kept 
me gainfully employed and able to pay the bills and have a 
reasonable life style.   The word, “My God shall supply all 
your need according to His riches in glory” (Philippians 
4:19) has never failed me, and it will never fail you either. 
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HEARING GOD’S VOICE CONCERNING MY 
CHURCH 

 

 

The church that I am leading is declining.  Over the years we tried 

planning days, letter box drops, community lectures, and a 
children’s playgroup to try and attract outsiders into the church.  
But none of these has stopped the steady decline.  The latest idea 
is to employ a “mission enabler” to instruct our people how to 
effectively do mission in our community.  Recently, I asked the 
Lord, “What is the reason for our decline?  What are we doing 
wrong?”   The Lord replied, “You are a lukewarm church, 
and I am not supporting you while you are in this 
state.”   To back that up, Revelation 3:14-22 came to mind: 

“To the angel (divine messenger) of the church 
in Laodicea write: “These are the words of the Amen, the 
trusted and faithful and true Witness, the Beginning and  
Origin of God’s creation: ‘I know your deeds, that you 
are neither cold (invigorating, refreshing) nor hot 
(healing, therapeutic); I wish that you were cold or 
hot. So because you are lukewarm (spiritually useless), 
and neither hot nor cold, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth [rejecting you with disgust]. Because you say, “I 
am rich, and have prospered and grown wealthy, and 
have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are 
wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked 
[without hope and in great need], I counsel you to buy 
from Me gold that has been heated red hot and refined 
by faire so that you may become truly rich; and white 
clothes [representing righteousness] to clothe yourself 
so that the shame of your nakedness will not be seen; 
and healing salve to put on your eyes so that you may 
see. Those whom I [dearly and tenderly] love, I rebuke 
and discipline [showing them their faults and instructing 
them]; so be enthusiastic and repent [change your inner 
self—your old way of thinking, your sinful behaviour—
seek God’s will]. Behold, I stand at the door [of the 
church] and continually knock. If anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him 
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(restore him), and he with Me. He who overcomes [the 
world through believing that Jesus is the Son of God], I 
will grant to him [the privilege] to sit beside Me on My 
throne, as I also overcame and sat down beside My 
Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let him 
hear and heed what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 

By coincidence, it was my turn to preach the coming Sunday, so I 
knew what my message was going to be.  The Lord said to me, 
“Do you fear Me, or man?”  This reminded me about how the 
Apostles answered the Jewish High Priest: 

“We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in 
this name, and yet you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and you intend to bring this Man’s blood on us 
[by accusing us as His murderers].” Then Peter and the 
apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men 
[we have no other choice]” (Acts 5:28-29). 

It came to be quite strongly, and I believe it was the voice of the 
Lord: “If you compromise through the fear of what the 
people think of you, and fail to preach this message, it 
would be hypocritical of you to continue preaching and 
teaching about hearing and obeying My voice.  How can 
you expect others to believe your teaching, when you 
fail to obey my instructions when I speak to you?  You 
are the leader of your church.  You have the responsible 
role.  This is why I am telling you and not the others.  If 
you do not preach the message and the church dies, you 
will have to answer to Me.” 

When the Lord ‘lays it on the line’ in that way to me, I have no 
alternative but to obey the voice of the Lord to me, and preach the 
message.  And so I did.  I was relieved that those who love the 
Lord and are concerned about the future of the church agreed with 
me and said that everyone who was not present at the service also 
needs to hear the message.   After that I got another word: 

“When your obedience to My voice pleases Me, even 
your enemies will be at peace with you” (Proverbs 16:7). 

One of the significant outcomes of this experience is that I see my 
role as more important and crucial to the future of the church than 
before.  I am realising that people are looking to me for leadership 
and that I should assert my role more than in the past.  I have 
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been a “lassez-faire” type of leader, leading from well behind, 
accepting the going standard of a lukewarm “middle of the road” 
church, instead of the standard that I see in God’s Word of what a 
New Testament church should be.  Because I have had extensive 
training and experience in the ministry and flow of The Holy Spirit 
and the prophetic, then I should be much more up-front to the 
congregation in my preaching and sharing.  It is up to the people 
whether they accept me or not, but that is not as important as my 
being obedient to the “heavenly vision” that God has given me. 

“…to open their [spiritual] eyes so that they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness and release from their sins and an 
inheritance among those who have been sanctified (set apart, 
made holy) by faith in Me.  So, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient 
to the heavenly vision, but I openly proclaimed first to those at 
Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout the region of Judea, 
and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent [change their 
inner self—their old way of thinking] and turn to God, doing 

deeds and living lives which are consistent with repentance” (Acts 
26:18-20). 

Paul met Jesus on the Damascus Road and heard His voice.  He 
obeyed His instructions, and we are enjoying the legacy from that 
obedience.  If anyone has not received their own “heavenly vision” 
for what God wants them to do in their church and community, 
they need to seek God earnestly to get into a place where they can 
hear His voice.  It is not that He doesn’t speak to them.  It is more 
that they are in a place to listen.  “The person who has ears to 
hear, let him hear” (Matthew 11:11).  We need to get before God 
and seek him with persistence until our spiritual ears are opened 
to hear His voice. 
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ACTION COMMENTS 
 

How can we get into a place where we can hear and understand 

the voice of God when He speaks to us?  How can we distinguish 
His voice from the voices that come from the world, flesh and the 
devil?  Do we need to hear an audible voice before we can believe 
that God is speaking to us?  Just because someone prefaces a 
prophetic word with “This is what the Lord is saying”, does that 
mean that God is actually speaking through him? 

 

God Is Real And Present 
The bottom line in this is that we must, as our foundation, believe 
that God is a real Person, Who has intelligence and emotion, and 
that He is “there” within earshot of our voice, and that He will 
hear what we have to say to Him and He will respond. 
 
“But without faith it is impossible to [walk with God and] 
please Him, for whoever comes [near] to God must 
[necessarily] believe that God exists and that He rewards 
those who [earnestly and diligently] seek Him” (Hebrews 
11:6). 
 
There is no scientific evidence that God exists, and so we cannot 
depend on the empirical evidence that science may demand as a 
basis for being able to say that God is really there; but 
evangelical faith does not depend on any evidence that 
comes from our five senses.  Our faith rests on what the Bible 
says about God. 
 
 

 



 

P
ag

e6
7

 

“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. Sanctify them in the truth [set them apart for 
Your purposes, make them holy]; Your word is truth” 
(John 17:16-17). 
 
Not only must we believe that God exists, because many 
unbelievers will tell you that they believe that there is a God 
somewhere, but they don’t have the realisation that in order to 
know the God they say exists, they have to earnestly seek 
Him. 
 
“Then you will call on Me and you will come and pray to 
Me, and I will hear [your voice] and I will listen to 
you. Then [with a deep longing] you will seek 
Me and require Me [as a vital necessity] and [you will] 
find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. I 
will be found by you,’ says the Lord, ‘and I will restore 
your fortunes and I will [free you and] gather you from 
all the nations and from all the places where I have 
driven you,’ says the Lord, ‘and I will bring you back to 
the place from where I sent you into exile” (Jeremiah 
29:12-14) 
 
Someone who approaches God in a lukewarm way will fall short of 
finding Him.  Revelation 3:16 shows us the Lord’s attitude to 
lukewarmness: 
 
“So because you are lukewarm (spiritually useless), and 
neither hot nor cold, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth [rejecting you with disgust].” 
 
I know that the context of the verse is about Jesus talking about 
the Laodicean church of the First Century A.D. but the principle 
applies just as much to individuals.  As He does not support 
lukewarmness in a church, so He does not support it in a believer 
either.  That is why many believers are religious in every respect, 
but they have never succeeded in getting right into the presence of 
God and hearing His voice. 
 
For the first two years after my conversion, I tried hard to be the 
best Christian I knew how.  At first I thought I was going fine, but 
then there was an increasing awareness that although I believed 
that I received Jesus as my personal Saviour and that prayer 
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involved knowing God as a Person, I didn’t really know Him to be 
satisfied that I was really having fellowship with Him.  I began to 
sense that I was at a spiritual plateau, and going nowhere except 
around in the same old circles.  The harder I tried, the more my 
friends saw me as a problem case, and my attempts at sharing the 
gospel with unbelievers was attracting some severe ridicule and 
persecution.  It was at that stage that I started to become 
desperate to break through what I could see was a 
barrier between God and me.  One night, during a desperate 
prayer, I told God that there was something blocking the way 
between Him and me and I didn’t know what to do about it.  It 
was at that point of desperation, that God started a chain of 
circumstances that led to that memorable evening on the golf 
course. 
 
If we really love God, then we will seek Him until we find 
him, just like the maid in the Song of Solomon: 
 
“I opened for my beloved, but my beloved had turned 
away and was gone.  My heart went out to him when he 
spoke.  I searched for him, but I could not find him; I 
called him, but he did not answer me.  The watchmen 
who make the rounds in the city found me.  They struck 
me, they wounded me; the guardsmen of the walls took 
my shawl from me.  I command that you take an oath, O 
daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my beloved, as to 
what you tell him— [Say that] I am sick from love [sick 
from being without him]” (Song of Solomon 5:6-8). 
 
This is a prophetic song, where the sub-text is about the believer’s 
relationship with God.  It depicts a very intimate relationship 
between the two.  This is consistent with Jesus saying that The 
Holy Spirit will not only be with us, but in us (Ezekiel 36:27).  This 
is as intimate as one can get in a relationship.   But there are times 
when we lose the sense of His presence, and because we love Him 
and the fellowship He has with us, our heart sinks, and we start 
desperately searching for Him.  This was my experience on the 
golf course one night which I have already related.  As the maid 
comes into contact with the night watchmen and she is treated 
roughly by them, so we can come into people who don’t 
understand what is happening and say that The Spirit has lifted 
off us because we have sinned in some way.  But this does not stop 
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the maid continuing to search, and we should not be put off our 
search when others misunderstand what is happening. 
 
We feel our weakness if we don’t have that settled peace that 
comes with the inner knowledge that The Holy Spirit is active 
within us.  When we don’t hear the voice of God for a 
while, we go to prayer to find out why.  Our prayer is:  
 
“Search me [thoroughly], O God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there 
is any wicked or hurtful way in me, and lead me in the 
everlasting way” (Psalm 139:23-24). 
 
But it may not be anything that offends God that is keeping the 
sense of the indwelling of The Spirit from us.  The passion that 
God has for us to fellowship with Him is so strong, that He 
withdraws so that we will run to Christ and take hold of Him with 
a greater love and dependence.  Then we regain the 
assurance that The Spirit is in us, and we value it all the 
more.  It is like losing our house and car keys.  They were a 
blessing to us when we had them, and there is the sense of 
desperation when we can’t find them.  We search the house, and 
finally locate them, and the joy and relief we have for finding them 
is greater than for having them in the first place.  The reason, 
then, why God withdraws Himself from us at times is to cause 
us to press in to Him with greater passion and 
determination to further enhance our experience with Him. It is 
the perfect antidote for complacency and lukewarmness. 
 

God Is A Rewarder Of Those Who Seek Him 
 
 

The relationship we have with God is a two-way one.  This 
is the difference between Christian faith and the worship of other 
gods, such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, and many of the false 
cults.  With them it is one-way.  Prayers, sacrifices, festivals, and 
elevation by stages to the perfect state go from the worshiper to 
their god, but nothing comes back.  The Scriptures talks about 
idols like that: 
 
“The idols [of the nations] are silver and gold, the work 
of man’s hands. They have mouths, but they cannot 
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speak; they have eyes, but they cannot see; they have 
ears, but they cannot hear; they have noses, but they 
cannot smell; they have hands, but they cannot feel; they 
have feet, but they cannot walk; nor can they make a 
sound with their throats. Those who make them will 
become like them, everyone who trusts in them” (Psalm 
115:4-8). 
 
The great difference between those gods and The Holy Spirit is 
that He speaks back to us.  Therefore, seeking and worshiping God 
has a reward:  His presence and voice.  This is why our prayers are 
intelligent and meaningful, because we are speaking to a real 
Person Whose eyes are upon us and His ears are open to 
our prayers (Psalm 34:15).  We pray expecting an answer.  The 
answer may not come the way we expect, but it comes, and when 
it does come, it exceeds our expectations! 
 

Has God Said? 
 

This was first said in the Garden of Eden to Eve.  The motive for 
saying it was to undermine the specific instruction that God had 
given to Adam and Eve about eating the fruit from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil.  It was said to plant the seed of 
doubt in Eve’s mind.  This seed of doubt about whether what we 
are hearing is really the voice of God continues to this day.  We 
may be seeking God’s guidance in a particular situation, and we 
get an inspiration about how to make our decision.  We welcome it 
at first, because we perceive that this is a word from God for us.  
But then, another little voice speaks in our mind, “Did God really 
say that?  It might have come from just your own mind.”  How are 
we going to decide?  I think that we need to apply the test that we 
read earlier in this book.  If it passes the test, then we can believe 
that it is the voice of God and we can act on it in faith. 
 
When I was in meetings where prophecies happened, I would wait 
on God for a word, and I would deliberately ignore everything that 
was said or done in that meeting.  My reasoning was that if I gave 
a word that was similar to something that was preached or said, 
then it could be construed that I was just getting information from 
the meeting and not from the Lord.  So I would wait until I got a 
“seed thought” that had nothing to do with anything going on 
around me.  Then I would use that “seed thought” to start my 
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prophetic word, confident that what I am saying could be a word 
from God for someone in that meeting.  When I gave prophetic 
words on the Christian forum site, I would ask the other person 
not to tell me anything about themselves, because if they did, the 
prophecy could be corrupted by something I already knew about 
them.  This is why it is very difficult to get a word of knowledge 
about someone you know well, because there is too much natural 
information about them to be assured that what you are thinking 
about them is a genuine word from God.  But when you get a word 
for a complete stranger, and it is absolutely accurate, then it gives 
glory to Christ, because there would be no way I could know 
something like that naturally. 
 
The only real way to be able to distinguish the voice of God from 
all the other voices, is to spend much time in fellowship with God, 
discussing all sorts of things, asking questions, examining 
Scripture, and meditating (thinking about) how God would say 
about particular issues.  A good way of approaching the decision 
about whether to give a prophetic word would be to ask yourself, 
“If Jesus was here, what would He say to these people, or 
to this person?” 
 

Love Is Paramount 
 

Paul said, “Pursue love, and desire Spiritual gifts” (1 
Corinthians 14:1).  We have already seen in 1 Corinthians 13, that 
we can be the greatest prophet, preacher, philanthropist in the 
world, but if we don’t have love, we are nothing.  It is the 
same with hearing God’s voice.  I could rephrase Paul’s comment 
and it would equally be true: “Pursue love, and desire to hear 
God’s voice.”  When a person stops loving, God stops 
speaking.  God is love, and those who do not love, don’t know 
God (1 John 4:8).  Do you want to hear God’s voice clearly and 
regularly?  Start loving your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Study 
closely the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).  That is how you 
love people.   
 
Loving someone is forgiving them when they offend you.  The best 
way to forgive someone is to pray for them every time you think 
about them.  I pray that Jesus will reveal Himself to them so they 
can be converted, because that it is best thing that could ever 
happen to them.  By praying for an enemy that they be converted 
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to Christ is extending to them the highest good through the 
greatest miracle that they could ever receive.  You can only pray 
that genuinely if you truly forgive them.  And the converse 
is true: praying for them brings forgiveness.  Telling someone who 
has offended you to, “Rot in Hell”, is the worst way to show 
unforgiveness, and it could cause God to repent that He has 
forgiven you! (Matthew 6:15).51 
 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour (fellow man) and hate your enemy.’  But I say 
to you, love [that is, unselfishly seek the best or higher 
good for] your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may [show yourselves to] be the children 
of your Father who is in heaven; for He makes His sun 
rise on those who are evil and on those who are good, 
and makes the rain fall on the righteous [those who are 
morally upright] and the unrighteous [the unrepentant, 
those who oppose Him]. For if you love [only] those who 
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do that? And if you greet only your 
brothers [wishing them God’s blessing and peace], what 
more [than others] are you doing? Do not even the 
Gentiles [who do not know the Lord] do that?  You, 
therefore, will be perfect [growing into spiritual 
maturity both in mind and character, actively integrating 
godly values into your daily life], as your heavenly Father 
is perfect” (Matthew 5:43-48). 
 

                                           
51 Also read the parable of the unmerciful servant in Matthew 18:21-35. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

 

You can read this book, agree with the contents, then walk away 

and forget them.  If you did that, you would be like the person in 
this description: 
 
“ For if anyone only listens to the word without obeying 
it, he is like a man who looks very carefully at his natural 
face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and 
gone away, he immediately forgets what he looked 
like. But he who looks carefully into the perfect law, 
the law of liberty, and faithfully abides by it, not having 
become a [careless] listener who forgets but an active 
doer [who obeys], he will be blessed and favoured by 
God in what he does [in his life of obedience]” (James 
1:23-25). 
 
When I pick up a book, I ask the Lord, “Teach me what You want 
me to know from the pages of this book.”  It is then amazing the 
impact I get from some of the pages.  Even if I had read the book 
previously, and taken it off my bookcase ten years later, there is 
still the impact as if I was reading it for the first time.  What I want 
you to do with this book, is to read it again, but before you do, ask 
the Lord to teach you what He wants you to know from 
the contents.  You may be very surprised at what the Lord may 
say to you in these pages. 
 
Well, it stands to reason that if I am writing a book about hearing 
the voice of God, that I would encourage you to ask God to speak 
to you from the very pages I have written.  Do I believe that The 
Holy Spirit gave me the words to write?  Of course!  So why would 
I not expect Him to speak to you when you read them? 
 
So, I offer my work to you, and pray that God will enhance your 
experience with Him.  If my words enables someone to get before 
God and hear His voice for the first time, then my time and energy 
spent in writing them has been well worth while. 
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If this book has helped you, and you want more copies to assist 
others to be able to hear the voice of God, or to testify how this 

book has helped you, contact the author at: 

Paul90@slingshot.co.nz 

 

Other Books By The Same Author  

 

A New Look At the Baptism With The Spirit, Tongues and 
Prophecy 

This is a book that examines what the New Testament says about 
the baptism with The Holy Spirit, the purpose of tongues, 
principles underlying the gift of prophecy, and how YOU can 
receive these gifts and know that they are genuine. 

Breaking Free 

This examines the influence that demons can have on believers 
and how we can avoid these influences and break free from 
bondages caused by them. 

Why Do We Go To Church? 

This discusses the reasons why people go to church and gives 
principles about why we should attend church and how we should 
conduct ourselves once we get there. 

Domestic Violence in the Church 

Domestic violence in the church is the “silent epidemic” that is 
plaguing the modern church.  This book discusses the causes and 
effects, and how Christian pastors and leaders should counsel 
victims of domestic violence 

mailto:Paul90@slingshot.co.nz
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 BOOKS BY RODNEY FRANCIS 
 

 

Voices, Worms & The Prophetic Ministry 

This book shows how a Christian can receive a revelation from 
God, but wrong application or disobedience to that revelation,  
can turn to worms!  Several Bible characters experienced this, and 
the Prophetic is a wonderful God given ministry to the Church to 
enable us to fulfil our divine purposes in the earth today.  (95 
pages) 

 

Developing Prophetic Ministry 

A practical handbook on the Prophetic Ministry.  This book will be 
very helpful in your walk with the Holy Spirit, listening to His 
voice, and releasing His wonderful gifts to bless others wherever 
you go.  Rodney teaches from experience and shares in a loving, 
powerful and encouraging way, how you can grow in this beautiful 
ministry.   (136 pages) 

 

It’s Time To Prophesy! 

A challenge to all Holy Spirit-filled Christians to be “earnestly 
desiring” to prophesy, as this is God’s will for His people today.  
The standard and credibility of the prophetic ministry has to rise 
so people can hear the word of the Lord through this beautiful gift 
and gain the benefits that come no other way.  (50 pages) 
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To be placed on our E-Mailing List to receive our monthly 
“Prayer Support Letter”, 

“Barnabas Bulletin” and “Faith Messages” Ministry, 

please send us your E-Mail address, your name, address, 
town/city 

and country (clearly printed). 

Thank you. 

To receive the first Lesson of our free 

“St. John’s Gospel” or “Divine Healing” Bible Correspondence 
Courses 

(in NIV or KJV – state your Bible preference), 

 

To contact The Gospel Faith 
Messenger Ministry 

Head Office: 

P. O. Box 57  
PARAPARAUMU 5254  

New Zealand. 

Rodney & Jean Francis  
Telephone: (00 64) 4 904 0727 

 

Website:   www.gospel.org.nz 

 

  E-Mail: gfm@gospel.org.nz 

 

Visit our Website: www.gospel.org.nz 

 
  

 

mailto:gfm@gospel.org.nz

